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REPORT 


TO  THE 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  BOARD 

ON  THE 

INDUSTEIAL  TRAINING  OF  GIRLS  IN  THE  SEPARATE  AND 
DISTRICT  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT ; 

By  MISS  INA  STANSFELD,  Assistant  Inspector. 


Having  been  requested  to  report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  given  to  girls  in  the 
District  and  Separate  Schools  in  the  Metrojjolitan  District,  and,  further,  to  submit  raj 
views  on  the  "  working  of  the  schools  generally,  the  success  or  failure  of  existing  arrange- 
ments, with  such  suggestions  as  I  think  desirable  for  future  guidance,"  I  beg  to  present 
the  following  report. 

Although  I  have  l)een  ol)liged  to  depend  upon  the  Superintendents,  Matrons,  and 
other  officers  for  certain  particulars  in  connection  with  the  daily  routine  of  the  girls' 
lives,  I  have  spent  much  time  in  the  schools  in  order  that  I  might  gather  from  personal 
observation  some  knowledge  of  the  effect  of  the  training  given  under  existing  systems, 
and  I  have  not  omitted  to  question  the  subordinate  officers,  the  industrial  trainers,  and 
the  girls  themselves. 

For  detailed  information  as  to  the  work  of  the  different  schools,  reference  may  be 
made  to  the  separate  reports,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  Here  I  have  thought 
it  better  to  confine  myself  to  statements  and  descriptions  of  a  more  general  character,  at 
least  until  I  come  to  deal  ^\\th  the  special  training  given  to  girls  altogether  exempt  fi'om 
school. 

In  order,  however,  to  clear  the  ground  a  little,  I  think  it  advisable  at  once  to  direct 
attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  two  of  the  schools,  viz..  Mile  End  and  West 
Ham,  which,  owing  to  structural  and  other  defects,  must  be  considered  as  standing  apart 
from  the  rest,  and  from  Avhich,  consequently,  no  fair  argument  as  to  the  general  results 
of  the  work  of  the  Metropolitan  Poor  Law  Schools  can  be  drawn.  Structurally  insufficient 
and  unsuitable,  these  schools  are  situated  in  the  densely  populated  districts  from  which 
the  children  come,  so  that  their  efficient  working  is  hopelessly  hampered. 

In  dealing  with  the  re><t  of  the  schools  it  seems  to  me  the  most  convenient  method 
to  begin  with  some  comments  on  the  four  classes  into  Avhich  the  girls  naturally  fall  :  

(1.)  Infaiits.    (Ages  .'5-7.) 

(2.)  Girls  attending  school  full  time—''  Fall-Timers." 

(3.)  Girls  attending  school  half  time—"  Half- Timers." 

(4.)  Girls  exem])t  from  school. 


(1.)  Infants.  trial 

The^  necessity  is  obvious  of  instilling  principles  of  industry  and  method,  without  iSTiIt? 
undue  effort,  in  a  child's  mind  at  as  early  an  age  as  possible,  and  iny  experience  teaches 
nie  that  it  is  fully  recognised  in  the  Metropolitan  Schools. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  all  the  little  duties  which  are  taught  to  the 
Infants  from  the  moment  that  they  enter  the  nurseries.  They  fold  their  clothet  at  night 
and  lay  them  in  the  l)ed  baskets,  help  to  strip  their  beds,  help  to  give  out  clean  towels 
and  to  hang  them  up  on  their  proper  numbers,  a.ssist  to  make  up  clean  bundles  for  the 
week  and  to  collect  clothes  for  the  wash.  And  much  of  the  most  important  tramino-  is 
conveyed  through  tlie  Kindergarten  system,  and  the  child  s  ordinary  play.  ^ 
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(2.)  FuU-Timers. 

In  accordance  with  the  Education  Order  of  February  1897,  the  girls  at  seven  years 
of  age  cease  to  be  classed  as  Infants  and  reach  the  dignity  of  "  Full-Timers." 

The  range  of  the  household  duties  is  at  once  extended,  but  it  is  still  more  or  less 
carefully  graduated,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe,  to  the  strength  and  ages  of 
the  children. 

So  the  training  now  begins  to  be  really  industrial,  and  though  the  amount  of  time 
which  is  devoted  to  it  varies  to  some  extent  in  the  different  schools,  I  have  not  observed 
any  case  in  which  the  limits  of  time — that  is,  one  hour  for  children  under  eleven,  and 
three  hours  for  children  over  eleven  years,  attending  school  full  time  —  have  been 
exceeded. 

The  household  work  which  is  given  to  the  children  before  attending  school  is  of  a 
light  character,  and  consists  of  such  duties  as  bed-making,  cleaning  boots,  acting  as 
dormitory  maids,  washing  the  front  door  steps,  scrubbing  and  general  cleaning,  setting 
and  clearing  breakfast,  washing  up,  knife  cleaning,  metal  and  brass  cleaning,  and  helping 
to  wash  and  dress  the  little  ones.  Such  a  list  may  ajjpear  formidable,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  its  items  are  divided  among  a  large  number  cf  children,  and  that  the 
heavier  tasks  are  allotted  to  the  stronger  ones. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe,  these  morning  duties  do  not  unfit  the  girls 
for  the  work  of  the  schoolroom,  and  I  have  not  heard  any  complaints  from  the  head- 
mistresses to  contradict  my  own  experience. 

Moreover,  the  children  appear,  as  a  rule,  to  undertake  their  tasks  cheerfully  and 
readily,  and  though,  of  course,  it  would  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  I  have  never 
observed  a  sullen  face,  yet  I  feel  sure  that  the  sullenness  may  generally  be  attributed,  not 
to  the  nature  of  the  tasks  which  are  set  them,  but  to  the  character  and  previous  experiences 
of  the  children  themselves.  1  can  well  believe  that  a  girl  might  develop  a  distaste  for 
work  if  she  were  continually  to  scrub  floors,  but  I  believe  that  the  matrons  do  endeavour 
to  vary  the  occupations  as  much  as  possible,  a  course  which  not  merely  increases  the 
girl's  actual  knowledge  of  household  requirements,  but  must  produce  a  good  effect  upon 
her  disposition  for  work. 

As  soon  as  the  girls  reach  the  age  of  eleven,  and  have  passed  Standard  IV.,  they  may 
become  "  Half-Timers,"  and  their  work  is  arranged  on  the  alternate  day,  or  the  half-day, 
system. 

(3.)  Half-Timers. 

The  industrial  training  of  these  "  Half- Timers  "  does  not  seem  to  depend  on  any 
fixed  principles  in  the  various  schools.  In  the  Poplar  School  at  Forest  Grate,  for 
example,  I  find  that  definite  duties  are  assigned  to  most  of  them,  two  acting  as  servants 
to  the  Superintendent  and  his  wife,  and  two  as  maids  to  the  Needle-mistress,  and  a 
special  Laundry  Class  is  held  ;  but  in  other  schools,  e.g.,  those  of  Bethnal  Gieen  and 
St.  George's-in-the-East,  their  tasks  differ  but  slightly  from  those  which  are  given  to 
"  Full-Timers." 

My  views  as  to  "  Half-Timers  "  will  be  found  embodied  in  my  second  suggestion  at 
the  end  of  the  R  eport. 
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(4.)  Girls  exempt  from  School., 

I  come  now  to  the  special  training  for  domestic  service  which  is  given  to  girls  when 
they  are  entirely  exempt  from  school.  Most  of  the  girls  cease  to  be  Half-Timers  at 
fourteen  years  of  age,  but  the  Managers  of  some  of  the  schools  prefer  that  the  girls 
should  be  kept  in  the  schoolroom  for  a  few  months  longer  if  they  think  that  such  detention 
will  be  to  their  advantage. 

I  find  that  the  length  of  time  devoted  to  this  special  training  varies  considei'ably  in 
the  different  schools,  from  a  minimum  of  three  months  to  a  maximum  of  a  year,  and, 
further,  that  the  details  of  the  training  also  vary  considerably. 

For  these  reasons  it  seems  to  me  better  not  to  attempt  any  comprehensive  statement  as 
to  its  nature,  but  to  enter  somewhat  minutely  into  particulars,  and  I  append  a  short 
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account  of  the  special  Industrial  training  which  is  given  in  each  of  the  schools,  with  such 
comments  as  seem  to  me  to  be  necessary. 

I  ]nust,  however,  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  conclusion  as  to  the  respective 
merits  of  the  industrial  training  in  the  various  schools  can  be  drawn  from  the  accounts 
more  or  less  tabulated  in  my  Reports.  Excellent  tabulation  does  not  necessarily  imply 
excellent  training.  The  varying  numbers  of  the  children,  the  disturbances  in  the  order 
of  work  caused  by  "  Ins  and  Outs,"  and  by  sudden  withdrawals  by  parents,  upset  the 
most  perfectly  ordered  tables,  and  some  of  the  most  efficient  Matrons  depend  upon  [)rivate 
notes  which  would  convey  little  or  no  meaning  to  outside  readers. 

Betlinal  Green.  Leytonstone. 

Six  months  are  devoted  to  special  training,  which  are  divided  into  two  periods  of 
three  months  each.  During  the  first  three  months  the  girls  spend  the  morning  in  the 
kitchen  and  the  afternoon  in  the  needle-room.  In  the  kitchen  they  work  under  the  cook, 
and  are  taught  the  ordinary  details  of  a  scullery  maid's  work.  They  cook  the  school- 
mistresses' breakfast  unaided,  and  in  addition  they  attend  weekly  cookery  classes  at  the 
Technical  Schools,  Leyton. 

I  am  convinced  from  the  work  which  I  have  seen  done  in  this  kitchen,  and  from 
what  has  been  told  me  by  those  who  have  been  trained  there,  that  the  girls  acquire  a 
really  practical  knowledge  of  how  to  cook  plain  dishes  and  serve  them  up  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

The  girls  are  allowed,  under  proper  supervision,  to  buy  their  own  outfits,  and  in  the 
needle-room  they  are  taught  to  cut  them  out  and  make  them  up  by  machine  and  hand. 

The  second  three  months  the  girls  spend  between  housework  and  la.imdry  work. 

In  the  house — that  is  the  Administrative  Block — they  are  under  the  charge  of  the 
housemaids,  and  learn  how  to  clean  windows,  glass,  and  plated  articles,  and  are  taught 
general  habits  of  tidiness.  In  the  Laundry  they  learn  simple  methods  of  washing, 
starching  and  ironing  ordinary  articles,  such  as  aprons  and  collars. 

St.  George's-in-the-East.  Plashet. 

One  year  is  devoted  to  special  training,  and  is  divided  into  two  periods  of  six 
months  each,  one  of  which  is  spent  in  the  Matron's  private  kitchen  and  the  other  in  the 
Laundry. 

In  the  Matron's  kitchen  the  girl  lives  the  same  sort  of  life  Avhich  she  will  find  m  private 
service,  and  in  the  Laundry  she  is  taught  to  wash,  starch,  and  iron.  The  girls  during  this 
year  of  training  are  also  taught  dressmaking  and  needlework,  and  the  elements  of  house, 
parlour,  and  nursery  work  in  the  Matron's  private  apartments.  The  Industrial  training  in 
this  school  is  considfirably  hampered  by  structural  deficiencies.  The  Laundry  is  so  small 
and  inconvenient,  and  the  acconun(^dation  in  the  Officers'  mess  room  is  so  limited,  that  the 
girls  cannot  acquire  any  extended  knowledge  of  waitresses'  work,  such  as  is  aftbrded  by 
the  large  Officers'  mess  rooms  at  Anerley  and  the  Girls'  Schools,  Sutton. 

Hackney  SchooL  Brentwood. 

A  few  months  are  devoted  to  special  training  in  this  seh(jol.  The  Matron  takes  the 
girls  into  her  own  kitchen,  and  they  act  as  housemaids  and  waiting  maids  under  her 
servant. 

The  school  kitchen  is  not  at  present  suitable  as  a  training  kitchen,  but  I  see  no 
reason  why  improvement  in  its  administration  should  not  bring  it  up  to  the  standai-d  of 
the  kitchens  of  some  of  the  best  schools. 

^  The  Laundry  accommodation  is  so  insufficient  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  girls  to 
receive  more  training  than  that  afforded  by  the  Laundry  classes  there,  which  classes  are  of 
the  nature  of  demonstrations. 

The  girls  are  taught  here  to  take  care  of  little  children  in  the  Infants'  Nursery, 
where  they  act  as  Nursery  Maids,  and  t  am  fairly  satisfied  with  this  part  of  theii- 
training. 
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The  Needle-room  is  not  amiss  ;  the  girls  help  to  make  their  own  outfits,  and  I  find 
the  work  arranged  with  some  method. 

They  go  out  shopping  for  the  Matron  and  bank  their  own  savings. 

I  cannot  look  upon  the  Industrial  training  given  in  this  school  as  satisfactory,  but 
I  hope  for  improvement,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  arranged  moi'e 
efficiently. 

Holborn  Schools.  Mitcham. 

The  girls  of  this  School  have  a  year  of  domestic  training  before  going  to  ser\dce. 
Up  to  the  time  that  they  leave  the  schoolroom,  they  are  trained  very  simply,  and  the 
Matron  aims  at  implanting  a  love  of  work  and  of  being  helpful ;  freed,  however,  from  all 
thought  of  lessons,  the  industrial  work  is,  I  believe,  thorough  and  earnest.  They  are 
taught  kitchen  work  in  all  its  branches,  and  although  there  are  no  cookery  classes  they 
are  excellently  instructed  in  practical  cooking.  The  kitchen  is  large  and  airy,  its  offices 
are  convenient,  and  I  observe  orderly  quietness  among  the  girls  at  work  in  it.  They  are 
taught  simple  Dairy  work,  such  as  the  management  of  milk  and  cream,  and  the  perfect 
cleanliness  necessary  for  dairy  utensils. 

The  Matron  tries  as  far  as  possible  to  have  each  girl  under  her  own  servant  in  her 
private  rooms  before  going  to  service,  and  to  give  her  when  possible  some  experience 
under  the  Nurses  in  charge  of  the  Nursery  and  Infirmary. 

On  being  chosen  for  service  each  girl  goes  to  the  Needleroom  to  help  to  cut  out  and 
make  her  own  outfit.  The  former  Laundry  was  burned  down,  and  for  some  time  there 
has  been  no  Laundry  attached  to  the  School  and  so  it  has,  unfortunately,  not  been  possible 
to  give  this  part  of  Industrial  trainmg,  but  the  new  building  is  approaching  completion, 
and  attached  to  it  is  a  small  washhouse  and  ironing  room,  where,  with  ordinary  cottage 
utensils,  each  girl  will  receive  adequate  training  in  future. 

St.  Mary's  Schools.  Islington. 

The  time  devoted  to  special  training  in  this  School  is  one  year.  The  first  two 
months  are  spent  in  the  Officers'  Mess  room  under  the  superintendence  of  the  attendant, 
who  is  an  Industrial  trainer.  They  then  pass  to  the  school  kitchen,  where  they  remain 
for  about  four  months,  and  assist  the  cook  in  preparing  the  officers'  meals  and  learn  the 
ordinary  work  of  scullery  maids. 

The  last  six  months  are  spent  in  the  Matron's  private  rooms,  where,  under  an 
Industrial  trainer,  they  are  taught  house-parlourmaid's  work,  special  attention  being 
given  to  laying  meals,  waiting  at  table,  cleaning  plated  articles  and  repairing  house  and 
table  linen. 

The  Matron's  private  kitchen,  in  which  the  utensils  used  are  exactly  the  same  as 
those  in  private  service,  is  always  under  the  care  of  one  of  the  girls. 

During  the  whole  year's  training  the  girls  spend  one  and  sometimes  two  days  a  week 
in  the  Laundry,  washing  by  hand  and  starching  and  ironing  collai"s  and  other  starched 
things. 

They  choose  the  materials  for  their  outfits  in  the  Matron's  stores  and,  before  leaving, 
cut  out  and  make  by  hand  part  of  their  outfit. 

The  structural  disadvantages  of  this  School  are  great. 

Lambeth  Schools.   West  Norwood. 

The  period  of  special  training  varies  from  three  to  six  months  and  longer  if  the 
Matron  thinks  that  the  girl  is  backv^ard  or  insufificiently  equipped  for  service. 

In  the  general  kitchens  the  girls  are  taught  scullery  maid's  work,  the  preparation  of 
vegetal)les  and  joints  for  cooking,  and  how  to  make  simple  puddings.  They  lay  the 
tables  in  the  dining  hall,  wait,  clear  away,  and  wash  up  ;  each  officer  has  one  of  the  girls 
to  act  as  her  maid,  brush  her  dress,  clean  her  boots,  and  make  herself  generally  useful. 

In  addition,  the  Matron  takes  as  many  girls  as  she  can  into  her  apartments,  where 
they  are  trained  in  house-parlour  work.    Once  a  week,  from  10  a.m.  till  12  p.m.  and 
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from  2  p.iu.  to  4  p.m.,  Miss  Parsons,  of  the  National  Training  School  of  Cookery,  holds  a 
class  in  cookery.  A  laundry  class  is  also  held,  where  the  girls  receive  special  training  as 
laundry  maids. 

The  girls  are  taught  to  cut  out  and  make  their  own  outfits,  and  I  must  not  omit 
mention  of  the  every  day  mending  and  darnmg  done  by  them,  which  is  the  practical 
issue  o£  intelligently  taught  needlework. 

Marylebone  Scliools.  Soutliall. 

The  period  devoted  to  special  training  varies  from  three  to  six  months. 

A  special  feature  of  the  Industrial  training  in  this  School  is  Avenue  Lodge,  a 
detaciied  villa  residence  within  the  grounds,  to  which  the  girls  are  transferred  when  they 
leave  the  schoohviom.  Avenue  Lodge  in  all  respects  resembles  a  private  household, 
in  which  two  resident  officers  and  the  housekeeper  live,  so  that  there  is  plenty  of  op])or- 
tunitv  for  the  girls  to  bt;  mstructed  in  domestic  duties.  Seven  non-resident  officers  dine 
here  daily,  and  once  a  fortnight  the  School  Managers  lunch  at  the  Lodge,  then-  luncheon 
being  cooked  b}'  the  girls  under  the  housekeeper's  supervision. 

In  addition  the  girls  take  it  in  turns  to  go  to  the  school  laundry,  Avhere  special  hand 
utensils  are  provided  for  their  use. 

The  Matron,  who  occupies  separate  rooms  in  the  Schools,  takes  some  of  the  girls  by 
turns  into  her  own  Nursery,  which  enables  her  to  exei'cise  an  active  supervision  <jver 
them. 

I  am  convinced  that  sucli  an  institution  as  Avenue  Lodge  forms  a  desirable  training 
school  for  the  girls,  and  I  should  like  to  see  similar  lodcjes  established  bv  other  Boards  of 
Guardians,  especially  in  connection  with  the  "  Cottage  Homes."  It  affords  an 
opportunity  to  the  girls  for  acquiring  a  varied  and  practical  experience  of  household 
duties,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  does  not  remove  them  from  the  iniiuence  of  the  School 
as  a  whole,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  great  drawback  to  the  system  recommended  by 
some,  of  sending  the  girls  at  15  years  of  age  to  a  certified  training  Home  for  a  year. 

Mile  End  School. 

I  have  already  called  attention  in  my  general  Report  to  the  fact  that  structural 
defects  render  Industrial  training  in  this  school  an  impossibility. 

It  is  the  Matron's  custom  to  take  the  girls  exempt  from  school  into  her  own  rooms, 
before  sending  them  out  for  service,  where  she  endeavours  to  train  them  as  servants. 
I  believe  that  she  employs  the  elder  girls,  as  far  as  she  can,  in  needlework,  general  house 
work,  kitchen  and  nursery. 

St.  Pancras  School.  Leavesden. 

The  average  time  devoted  to  special  training  is  six  months,  which  rime  the  girls  spend 
in  the  training  room,  which  is  fitted  as  a  kitchen  and  has  two  pantries  attached  to  it.  The 
girls  are  under  the  supervision  of  an  Industrial  trainer,  who  makes  the  training  room  her 
headquarters,  and  who  superintends  and  teaches  them  all  sorts  of  Avork,  such  as  scullery 
and  kitchen  afford,  attending  to  the  sitting  rooms  and  bedrooms  of  the  Officers,  and 
preparing,  clearing  the  meals,  and  waiting  upon  them  at  table.  Once  a  week  they  are 
taken  to  the  general  laundry  V)y  the  trainer  to  wash  and  dry  their  own  clothes,  which  are 
afterwards  starched  an<l  ironed  in  the  training  room. 

In  the  needle-room  they  lenrn  the  use  of  the  sewing  machine,  and  are  taught  to  cut  out 
and  make  their  o-wn  outfits,  a  s])ecial  mistress  being  provided  for  this  purpose.  Such  a 
training  room,  if  well  managed,  should  be  a  source  of  strength,  but,  like  other  systems:.  iJ. 
depends  entirely  upon  its  administration. 

The  Shoreditch  Cottage  Homes.  Hornchurch. 

The  girls  from  this  School  are  sent  to  service  early,  the  average  age  being  14,  but 
there  is  no  fixed  rale,  and  the  Matron  retains  girls  for  further  traininir  if  she 'does  not 
consider  them  fit  U)v  independent  life  at  that  age. 
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One  cannot  help  feeling  that  there  is  a  need  here  of  an  Administrative  House,  or  a 
Staff  House,  or  a  house  like  Avenue  Lodge,  Southall,  into  which  the  girls  could  be  passed 
for  a  time  before  going  to  service,  for,  under  the  present  system,  when  a  girl  has  left  the  ■ 
schoolroom  there  is  little  tu  occupy  her  beyond  the  Dressmaking  and  Needle-rooms,  where 
the  clothing  of  the  School  is  made  by  machine  and  hand. 

The  Strand  School.  Edmonton. 

The  period  devoted  to  special  training  is  six  months,  which  the  girls  spend  in  the 
Kitchen,  Laundry,  Needle-room,  and  in  the  Matron's  room. 

In  the  kitchen  they  are  employed  in  general  work,  and  are  taught  to  cook  the 
Officers'  meals,  annual  prizes  being  offered  for  the  various  kinds  of  cookery. 

The  Matron  has  a  servant  of  11  years'  experience,  a  most  reliable  person,  who  takes 
much  interest  in  forming  the  habits  of  the  girls,  who,  in  turn,  come  under  her  care  ;  she 
teaches  them  every  detail  of  the  work  of  a  housemaid-waitress. 

The  girls  also  attend  classes  in  cookery,  held  weekly  by  Miss  Parsons,  of  the  National 
School  of  Cookery. 

In  the  Laundry  they  are  specially  taught  the  washing  of  flannels,  household  and  tea 
cloths,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  laundry  instruction. 

They  learn  to  cut  out  and  make  their  own  outfits,  and  they  are  taught  the  use  of  the 
sewing  machme. 

Westminster  School.  "Wandsworth. 

A  training  of  nine  months  is  given  to  the  girls  of  this  school. 

On  the  day  of  ray  visit,  I  found  six  girls  exempt  from  school  undergoing  the  final 
training.  Two  of  these  girls  were  employed  in  the  Needle-room,  helping  the  Attendant 
to  mend  and  also  helping  to  make  their  outfit  dresses.  Two  were  employed  in  the 
kitchen,  one  of  whom  was  sweeping  the  adjoining  Ofiicers'  Mess  room  preparatory  to  laying 
their  dinner,  while  the  other  was  scouring  the  stone  passage.  One  was  actiug  as  Nursery 
maid  in  the  nursery,  and  one  as  assistant  Housemaid. 

The  Matron  keeps  each  girl  in  the  kitchen  for  three  months  of  the  final  period  ot 
training.  I  questioned  the  cook,  who  told  me  that  the  kitchen  girls  help  her  with  the 
cooking,  and  that  they  are  allowed  opportunities  of  cooking  puddings  and  easy  recipes 
entirely  alone. 

Three  months  out  of  the  nine  are  spent  in  the  laundry,  where  they  learn  to  wash, 
fold,  mangle,  starch  and  iron,  and  three  months  in  the  Matron's  apartments,  where  she 
personally  superintends  the  girl  in  training. 

The  girls  learn  cookery  at  the  Board  School  which  they  attend,  and  I  saw  a  receipted 
bill  representing  a  beef  steak  pie,  fruit  tart,  meat  patties,  two  loaves,  six  cakes,  actually 
made  by  them  and  bought  from  the  Cookery  School  by  the  Superintendent.  They  also 
attend  laundry  classes  at  the  Board  School. 

The  girls  do  not  go  out  alone,  as  they  have  many  acquaintances  in  the  neighbourhood. 

West  Ham  School. 

The  girls  in  this  school  are  sent  to  service  almost  immediately  after  they  are  exempt 
from  school,  and  so  miss  the  advantage  of  the  final  training,  which  one  feels  is  most 
im])ortant  for  their  ultimate  success  as  servants,  although  the  Matron  takes  them,  whenever 
possible,  for  a  short  time  into  her  own  house,  and  does  her  best,  I  feel  sure,  to  give  them 
some  little  insight  into  domestic  work. 

The  fact,  however,  that  they  miss  the  final  period  of  Industrial  training  is  deplorable, 
especially  in  comparison  with  the  advantages  given  to  the  girls  of  other  schools. 

Central  London  Schools.  Hanwell. 

From  three  to  six  months'  training  in  Industrial  work  is  given  in  this  School,  and  if 
the  Matron  finds  it  necessary,  the  period  is  prolonged. 
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There  were  on  the  day  of  my  visit  20  girls  exempt  from  school.  Six  of  them  are 
taken  into  the  Matron's  apartments,  where  they  learn  housework,  under  an  upper  servant  ; 
pantry  work  and  waiting  at  table  under  the  Matron's  waiting  maid  ;  nursery  work  under 
the  Nurse  in  charge  of  the  Matron's  little  child,  taking  it  out  at  times  in  the  perambulator 
alone.    They  are  also  taught  the  mending  and  keeping  of  the  household  linen. 

Twice  in  each  week  they  go  to  the  laundry,  where  the  Laundry  Superintendent 
devotes  herself  entirely  for  one  hour,  from  4  p.m.  to  5  p.m.,  to  teaching  them  to  wash,  to 
fold,  starch  and  iron  their  own  things,  using  only  the  most  simple  hand  utensils. 

They  have  t\'\'o  sewing  classes  every  week  for  advanced  needlework  and  dressmaking, 
and  they  attend  night  school  twice  also. 

The  training  in  Cocjkery  given  to  girls  is  in  the  Officers'  kitchen,  Avhere  a  cook  and 
two  kitchen  maids  cook  for  70  Officers,  and  in  the  inhrmary  kitchen,  where  a  cook  teaches 
them  how  to  do  all  that  is  prepared  for  the  sick  children. 

Every  Thursday,  Miss  Parsons,  R.S.C.S.K.,  gives  Cookery  lectures  in  the  Infirmary 
kitchen.  Some  of  the  girls  sent  out  to  service  are  able  to  take  superior  situations  as 
kitchen  maids  and  as  general  servants  where  cooking  is  required. 

Other  girls  of  this  class  are  employed  as  servants  in  the  Cottages  occupied  by  female 
officers  where  they  are  taught  to  act  as  general  servants.  Some  are  occupied  in  the 
Infants'  Block,  vdiere  they  are  trained  as  K  ursery  maids. 

(J-ardening  is  encouraged,  small  patches  of  ground  and  flower  boxes  in  the  play- 
ground  being  given  to  those  girls  who  care  for  it.  I  found  thirty-six  girls  interested  in 
this  way. 

The  girls  go  out  "  on  trust."  A  dozen  are  sent  alone  to  Church  on  Sunday,  half-a- 
dozen  go  out  alone  on  half-holidays  to  spend  any  money  they  may  have,  and  those  who 
have  accounts  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  bank  their  own  money. 

South  Metropolitan  Scliools.   Banstead  Road,  Sutton. 

A  full  year  of  training  is  given  in  this  Scliool.  Girls  exempt  from  school,  for  whom 
work  and  accommodation  cannot  be  found  in  the  Administrative  Block,  are  carefully 
taught  cooking,  scullery,  launchy,  and  household  work  in  the  kitchens  of  the  Blocks, 
which  are  among  the  best  appointed  I  have  seen,  thoroughly  Ik jmelike  in  ajipearance  as  in 
method  of  work. 

When  the  girls  are  about  to  leave  for  service,  they  are  removed  from  the  dormitories 
and  occupy  small  bedrooms,  furnished  in  the  usual  way,  with  washstands  and  basins, 
chests  of  drawers,  so  as  to  accustom  them  to  the  conditions  of  their  lives  as  servants. 

The  elder  ones  have  little  gardens  of  tlieir  own,  which  they  cultivate  themselves, 
and  the  Matron  takes  mucli  trouble  to  teach  them  to  have  things  as  pretty  and  homelike 
as  possible  ;  the  centres  of  the  tables  in  the  dining-halls  have  empty  jam  or  marmalade 
pots  kept  full  of  flowers,  mostl}^  wild-flowers  and  grasses  in  summer,  and  of  dried  leaves 
in  winter  ;  and  not  long  since,  in  the  kitchen  of  one  of  the  blocks  was  an  epergne  made 
of  a  marmalade  jar  and  a  soup  plate,  containing  an  arrangement  of  wild  clover  and 
grasses  which  would  have  graced  any  dinner  table  in  Mayfair. 

■Much  has  been  said  at  times  about  the  careless  destructiveness  of  young  servants 
brought  up  in  "  Institutions  "  ;  here  I  found  that  "  breakage  books  "  are  ke])t,  in  which 
the  name  of  ;uiy  girl  who  In'eaks  an  article  is  written,  and  the  things  are  counted  every 
week. 

I  look  upon  the  Administrative  Block  as  the  strongest  point  in  favour  of  the 
Industrial  training  in  this  well -managed  School.  The  J\Iatron  lives  here,  and  has  her 
own  suite  of  rooms  and  servant  ;  there  is  also  a  Staff  dining-hall,  four  bed-sitting  rooms 
for  the  Needlemistresses  and  one  of  the  teachers,  and  a  small  I'oom  fitted  like  an  ordinary 
servants'  room  for  five  girls,  and  containing  a  movable  hip  bath,  needle-room,  stores  room 
for  clothing,  food,  and  household  requisites.  Although  there  is  here  only  sleeping 
accommodation  for  five  girls,  five  others  come  in  daily  at  6.30  a.m.  and  remain  till  5.30, 
except  when  they  remain  longer  by  permission  to  help  to  cook  and  prepare  the  Matron's 
and  Officers'  evening  meals. 
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The  rule,  so  necessary  and  so  good,  that  each  girl  on  being  exempt  from  school  shall 
Jiave  at  least  one  year  of  definite  Industrial  training  is  here  enforced  by  the  Managers,  and 
is  never  relaxed,  and  that  training  is  carried  out  under  the  eye  of  the  Matron  in  this 
Administrative  Block,  which  is  served  by  neat-looking  little  servants,  each  of  whom, 
judging  from  the  quiet  order  which  prevails,  knows  her  work  and  does  it. 

Special  laundry  training  is  given,  and  instruction  in  dressmaking  and  the  cutting- 
out  and  making  of  underclothing. 

Every  Saturday  afternoon,  the  Matron,  who  has  an  excellent  practical  knowledge  of 
cookery,  holds  a  class  for  the  sixteen  girls  next  going  to  service. 

I  know  of  no  Metropolitan  School  where  the  girls  receive  more  thorough  domestic 
teaching  than  here. 

Soutli  Metropolitan  School.  Witham. 

A  training  of  nine  months  is  given  to  each  girl  before  going  into  service. 

The  training  period  is  divided  into  three  months  in  the  kitchen,  three  months  in  the 
laundry,  and  three  months  in  the  Matron's  private  service. 

It  is,  of  course,  impossible  for  the  Matron  to  take  all  the  girls  into  her  private 
apartments  before  going  out,  but  she  does  so  as  equally  as  possible,  and  girls  who  cannot 
have  this  privilege  act  as  waiting  maids  to  the  assistant  Officers. 

The  three  months  in  the  general  kitchen  are  spent  in  the  capacity  of  kitchen  maid. 
At  the  time  of  my  visit  to  the  kitchen,  3  p.m.,  I  found  the  tea  laid  for  the  servants  just 
as  in  an  ordinary  household,  neat  and  clean,  and  it  is  well  known  that  this  forms  one  of 
the  kitchen  maid's  ordinary  duties. 

No  cooking  classes  are  held,  but  us  the  girls  progress  and  become  capable,  they  do 
the  actual  cooking  under  the  cook's  eye. 

The  laundry  training  appeared  to  me  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  I  saw  some 
good  ironing  being  done  by  the  girls. 

The  girl's  life  in  the  Matron's  private  apartments  is  a  facsimile  of  a  general 
servant's  life  in  a  small  household,  the  Matron's  servant  delegating  to  the  girl  as  much 
work  as  possible. 

The  girls  of  this  school  go  out  shopping  in  Witham,  and  bank  their  own  savings. 


Tlie  North.  Surrey  Schools.  Anerley. 

From  nine  months  to  a  year  is  the  time  allo^ved  for  final  training  the  girls  rarely 
go  to  service  before  the  age  of  fifteen. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  the  girls  exempt  from  school  pass  into  the  "  senior  training 
class."  There  were  on  the  day  of  my  visit  twenty-two  girls  in  this  class,  who  did  more 
advanced  work,  under  the  special  care  of  a  training  mistress,  in  the  kitchen,  laundry,  and 
nursery  of  the  school. 

They  rise  at  5.30  and  are  ready  for  work  at  6  o'clock.  A  course  of  rough  scullery 
work  in  the  central  kitchen  of  the  school  precedes  all  other.  Here  there  are  stone  floors 
to  be  scoured,  saucepans  to  be  cleaned,  kitcheners  and  stoves  with  flues  to  be  cleaned  and 
managed.  Steel  appointments  to  the  large  boilers,  etc.,  afford  excellent  opportunities  for 
learning^  steel  cleanino;. 

I  found  two  girls  cooking  in  this  kitchen,  one  of  whom  was  pounding  loaf  sugar 
and  the  other  one  preparing  sultanas  for  use. 

Then  comes  a  course  in  the  training  kitchen,  which  exactly  resembles  that  of  a 
small  villa,  with  a  scullery  containing  a  boiler,  where  they  wash  their  own  clothes,  and 
have  special  mstruction  in  starching  and  ironing  fine  things.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  I 
found  six  girls  Avorkins:  there.  Two  were  washing  up  the  Officers'  breakfast  thmgs, 
cleaning  knives^  etc.  ;  one  was  cooking  a  steak  for  the  Officers'  dinner,  and  very  nice  and 
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tender  it  looked  ;  another  was  cooking  vegetables,  anotiier  was  making  a  pudding.  On 
the  dresser  were  some  tea  cakes  made  by  the  girls.  The  general  appearance  of  the  girls 
was  bright  and  brisk,  the  kitchen  was  clean  and  in  order.  In  the  afternoon,  after  the 
Officers'  dinner  things  are  washed  up,  these  girls  go  into  the  dressmaking  rooms  to  make 
their  own  outfit  dresses,  and  in  the  evening  they  assist  in  different  parts  of  the  school,  many 
of  them  in  the  Nursery,  helping  to  put  the  Infants  to  bed  and  to  see  to  their  clothes. 
These  girls  of  the  senior  training  class  also  spend  a  certain  time  in  the  Central  Laundry, 
learning  the  heavier  parts  of  laundry  work,  but  using  hand  utensils  only. 

The  girls  are  allowed  to  go  out  in  twos  and  threes  to  shop  for  the  Superintendent  and 
Matron  and  the  Officers,  and  they  always  bank  their  own  savings. 


The  West  London  Schools.  Ashford. 

The  girls  of  this  school  are,  as  a  rule,  kept  for  one  year's  training  in  domestic  duties, 
in  some  cases  even  longer.  The  Matron,  supported  by  the  Managers,  guards  against  girls 
going  out  to  service  before  they  have  attained  the  age  of  fffteen. 

During  this  year  they  receive  further  training  in  Kitchen,  Laundry,  Housework, 
Needlework,  and  in  the  Matron's  private  service  ;  no  time  is  specified  for  each  of  these 
departments,  because  if  a  girl  quickly  proves  herself  proficient  in  any  one  department  she 
is  at  once  passed  on  to  another. 

Chosen  girls  are  sent  at  times  to  Ashford  on  errands  for  the  Officers.  There  is  a 
branch  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  in  the  school,  in  which  savings  are  placed  at  the  discretion 
of  the  girls. 

The  girls  of  this  clas.s  are  taught  stores  keeping,  through  fetching  and  helping  to 
weigh  stores,  such  as  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  butter,  eggs,  soap,  soda,  matches,  and  candles  for 
the  Officers'  use. 

They  are  taught  in  the  needleroum  to  make  their  own  outfits. 

The  Matron  endeavours  to  take  all  girls,  before  leaving  the  School,  for  several  months 
into  her  own  service,  but  this  rule  is  sometimes  broken,  if  a  suitable  situation  offers  for  a 
girl  who  proves  herself  capable  and  trustworthy. 

The  Poplar  Training"  School.   Forest  Gate. 

This  School  gives  a  full  year  of  training  to  the  girls  before  they  go  to  service,  and 
the  year  is  divided  between  Needlework,  Dressmaking,  and  Laundry,  with  a  careful 
training  in  the  Matron's  private  rooms  under  the  Matron's  servant. 

There  is  no  training  in  the  school  kitchen  which  can  be  considered  satisfactory,  as  all 
its  offices  require  a  thorough  re-organisation. 

The  Superintendent  and  his  wife  take  girls  into  their  rooms  for  special  training,  and 
the  op])ortunities  for  advantages  in  the  way  of  industry  are  verj  carefully  noted  and  used 
by  the  Matron. 

I  found  eight  of  these  girls  in  a  dressmaking  room,  where,  under  the  instruction  of  a 
Matron  who  had  previously  taught  dressmaking  under  the  Essex  County  Council,  they 
were  busily  working  at  the  cutting  out  and  making  of  dresses  by  machine  and  hand. 
This  period  of  definite  training  in  one  industry  is  an  approach  to  the  discipline  of  an 
apprenticeship,  and  at  any  rate  qualifies  the  girls  to  take  situations  with  dressmakers  as 
improvers,  or  better  situations  than  usual  as  nursery  maids. 

The  Kensington  and  Chelsea  Cottage  Homes.  Banstead. 

These  girls  are  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  for  one  year's  training  in  domestic  work  after 
leaving  the  schoolroom.  There  is  usually  one  girl  of  this  class  in  each  cottage.  There  is 
little  definite  training  ;  she  simply  takes  part  in  all  the  day's  work  of  the  little  household 
and  helps  the  Mother. 
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Owing  to  the  adverse  criticisms  on  the  Poor  Law  Schools  in  general,  and  the  state- 
ments that  the  girls  therein  used  to  do  the  needlework  to  save  the  expense  of  paid 
workwomen,  the  Manager^s  of  this  School  decided  to  abolish  the  needleroom  as  a  training 
room.  Instead  of  the  two  teachers  of  needlework,  two  paid  sempstresses  are  now 
employed  to  make  all  garments  required,  and  the  girls  exempt  from  school  are  rarely,  and 
only  under  exceptional  circumstances,  sent  to  work  there  for  a  few  hours  a  day. 

The  needlework  in  this  School  is  only  taught  in  the  schoolroom,  according  to  the 
Education  Code.  Occasionally,  but  rarely,  an  elder  girl,  who  is  not  considered  to  be  fitted 
for  ordinary  service,  is  placed  as  laundry  maid  in  the  Central  Laundry  at  a  wage  of  £10  ; 
the  longer  probation  and  the  constant  work  have  in  some  instances  produced  good 
results. 

The  Kensington  and  Chelsea  Intermediate  School. 
Marlesford  Lodge. 

As  this  is  an  Intermediate  School  there  is  no  definite  Industrial  training. 


As  the  outcome  of  my  personal  observation  of  the  m.ethods  adopted  for  the  special 
training  of  girls  for  domestic  service,  I  am  convinced  that  on  the  whole  the  general  results 
are  satisfactory.  I  do  not,  of  course,  imply  that  all  the  girls  who  leave  the  Metropolitan 
Schools  are  finished  servants — at  their  age  it  would  be  futile  to  expect  that  they  should 
be  ;  but  I  certainly  believe  that  they  receive  a  training  in  the  elements  of  household 
duties  which,  if  followed  up  with  intelligence  and  industry,  will  enable  them  to  perform 
satisfactorily  the  work  required  of  them  in  private  situations, 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  my  opinion  on  this  point  is  confirmed  by  the  reports  of  the 
Metropolitan  Association  for  Befriending  Young  Servants,  as  appended  to  this  Eeport. 
The  work  of  that  admirable  society  is  done  in  no  haphazard  way.  The  Metropolis  ds 
divided  into  districts,  each  under  the  supervision  of  an  honorary  secretary.  The  names 
and  addresses  of  the  girls  from  the  Poor  Law  Schools  who  find  situations  in  any  such 
districts  are  sent  from  the  head  office  to  the  local  secretary,  and  the  girls  are  periodically 
visited  and  all  changes  of  occupation  and  address  carefully  noted.  Consequently  the 
Society  is  in  a  position  to  report  with  adequate  knowledge  upon  the  success  or  failure  of 
each  individual  girl. 


M.A.B.Y.S.  Epitome  of  M.A.B.Y.S.  Reports  on  the  Girls  of  the  undermentioned 

statistics.  '  SchOOlS. 

Leytonstone,  Plashet,  Brentwood,  Hoimchurch,  West  Ham,  Witham,  Forest  Gate, 
Mitcham,  St.  Mary's  Islington,  West  Norwood,  Edmonton,  Hanwell,  Anerley,  Bansfcead, 
Southall,  Mile  End,  Leavesden,  Wandsworth,  Sutton,  Ashford. 

Total  number  of  girls  sent  to  service  in  1896  and  1897,  906. 

Satisfactory,  470  ;  fairly  satisfactory,  215  ;  unsatisfactory,  82  ;  bad,  9  ;  lost  sight 
of,  18  ;  unfit  for  service,  4  ;  with  relations,  49  ;  returned  to  school  or  sent  to  training 
home,  17  ;  no  report,  38  ;  dead,  2. 

Arguments  based  on  statistics  may,  of  course,  be  over-estimated,  but  I  venture  to 
think  that  if  the  careers  of  900  girls  in  Service  in  London,  who  had  not  been  trained  as 
servants  in  the  Metropolitan  Poor  Law  Schools,  had  been  as  carefully  followed,  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  such  good  results  would  have  been  shown  as  these  figures  indicate. 
I  ap])end  a  specimen  form  showing  how  the  Metropolitan  Association  for  Befriending 
Youno;  Servants  conducts  its  work. 
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girl  leaves 
the  Matron 
Bimilar  Ee- 
bhe  Secretary 
tf.A.B.Y.S. 


Metropolitan  Association  for  Befriending-  Young-  Servants. 
Office :  18,  Buckingliam  Street,  Strand,  W.G. 


189  , 
Union. 
School. 


Name  of  Girl  placed  out. 

Age  when  placed  out,  and  Month  of  Birth. 

Length  of  time  in  Sc  hool. 

Character  in  School. 

Date  of  leaving  the  School. 

Is  this  the  first  Situation  ? 

Has  this  Girl  any  ph.ysical  defect  or  peculiarity  ? 
Is  she  an  Orphan,  or  deserted  ? 
xAddress  of  relations. 

Where  placed,  and  nearest  railway  station  or  omnibus  route. 

Metro])olitan  Association  for  Befriending"  Young  Servants, 
18,  Buckingliam  Street,  Strand,  W.G. 


m  of  Eeport 
?ed  by  visit- 
end  in  their 
ly  Report  to 
itral  Office, 


Name. 


Age. 


School. 


Situation. 


Wages. 


N.B. — Please  be  careful  to  obtain  and  report  addresses  of  Girl's  Relations. 


Date  of  last  Visit 
Signature 


Branch  Secretarj'. 


Tliere  is  a  demand  for  servants  who  have  been  tramed  in  the  Poor  La^v  Schools 
far  in  excess  of  the  supply,  and  though  I  think  that  this  demand  may  be  to  some  extent 
due  to  the  general  dearth  of  servants,  yet  I  feel  sure  that  mistresses  would  not  continue 
to  engage  these  girls  unless  they  thought  that  they  were  at  least  worthy  of  their  hire. 
I  know,  personally,  of  one  family  which  has  been  supplied  with  servants  from  one  of  the 
schools  for  ten  years.  And  here,  again,  I  am  supported  by  the  statistics  of  the 
Metropolitan  Association  for  liefriending  Young  Servants.  That  Society  has  on  it* 
books  two  main  classes  of  (jirls — 

(1)  Those  who  have  been  trained  in  the  Poor  LaAv  Schools  and  who  are  called 

"  Centrals,"  and 

(2)  Those  who  have  not  been  so  trained  and  are  called  "  Locals." 
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The  Society  reports  that  the  vast  majority  of  mistresses  with,  whom  it  comes  in 
contact  prefer  to  engage  "  Centrals  "  as  servants  rather  than  "  Locals  " — a  fact  which 
speaks  for  itself.  But  there  are  other  facts  also  which  appear  to  me  to  strengthen  my 
opinion  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  girls  who  leave  the  Metropolitan  Poor  Law  Schools  for 
domestic  service  become  industrious  and  self-respecting  members  of  society. 

I  have  not  been  long  enough  in  office  to  produce  statistics  with  regard  to  the 
Metropolitan  Lying-in  Wards,  but  I  always  make  careful  enquiries  there,  and,  though  the 
majority  of  the  young  women  whom  I  find  in  them  are  of  the  servant  class,  I  have  never 
yet  met  with  a  single  girl  who  was  trained  in  a  Poor  Law  School.  Such  cases,  I  know, 
do  at  times  occur,  but  they  form  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  whole. 

I  feel  very  strongly  that,  in  passing  judgment  upon  the  results  of  the  education 
and  training  in  the  Metropolitan  Poor  Law  Schools,  two  facts  should  never  be 
overlooked. 

(1)  The  nature  of  the  material  which  has  to  be  dealt  with. 

(2)  The  pi'esence  of  disturbing  factors  in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

1.  One  has  only  to  pay  a  visit  to  a  Poor  Law  School  in  order  to  understand  how 
difficult  it  must  be  to  make  anything  at  all  of  some  of  the  children.  The  effects  of 
neglect  and  heredity  on  mind  and  body  are  often  only  too  apparent,  and,  even  with  the 
more  active  and  intelligent  children,  it  requires,  in  some  cases,  two  or  three  years' 
existence  in  the  brighter  and  healthier  atmosphere  of  the  school  before  the  influence  of 
previous  surroundings  can  be  finally  thrown  oflE  ;  nor  is  this  all,  the  pick  of  the  Poor  Law 
children  are,  as  a  rule,  boarded  out,  and  the  failures  of  that  system  are  returned  to  the 
workhouses  and  find  their  way  to  the  schools. 

2.  The  presence  of  "  Ins  and  Outs  "  and  the  admission  of  children  of  eleven  years 
old  and  upwards  in  a  state  of  almost  complete  ignorance,  seriously  affect  the  administration 
of  the  schools. 

The  Board  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  disturbing  influence  produced  by  "  Ins 
and  Outs  "  for  it  to  be  necessary  for  me  to  dwell  at  any  length  on  the  subject.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  sooner  some  means  are  devised  for  keeping  them  entirely  away  from  the 
ordinary  schools  the  better,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be.  But  the  effect  produced  by  the 
presence  of  older  and  ignorant  girls,  who  by  the  present  regulations  must  be  placed  among 
the  little  ones,  is  not  so  generally  recognized.  They  seem  to  me  to  hamper  seriously 
the  efforts  of  matrons  and  officers,  and  I  have  ventured  to  suggest,  at  the  end  of  my 
Report,  that  they  should  receive  separate  treatment. 

When  these  two  facts,  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  are  taken  into  consideration,  I 
think  that  they  must  render  the  evidence  I  have  been  able  to  produce  as  to  the  results  of 
the  training  of  girls  even  more  satisfactory  than  a  mere  examination  of  statistics  would 
suggest  them  to  be. 

I  feel  that  my  Report  would  be  incomplete  without  some  attempt  to  compare  the 
special  Industrial  training  which  is  given  to  girls  exempt  from  school  in  the  Associated 
or  Block  S}'stem  Schools  with  the  corresponding  training  in  the  Cottage  Homes.  Up 
to  the  age  of  fourteen,  I  do  not  think  it  makes  very  much  difference  whether  a  girl  spends 
her  life  in  one  of  the  schools  of  the  first-mentioned  class,  or  in  a  Cottage  Home  ;  but 
when  once  the  period  of  definite  training  for  domestic  service  is  commenced,  my  experience 
of  the  two  systems  convinces  me  that  the  girls  in  an  Associated  or  Block  System  School 
have  a  decided  advantage  over  those  in  a  Cottage  Home.  And  I  hope  it  will  be  clearly 
understood  that  in  saying  this  I  do  not  want  to  make  any  reflection  upon  either  the 
capabilities  or  the  willingness  of  Cottage  Mothers,  but  am  only  calling  attention  to 
what  I  believe  to  be  defects,  inherent  in  the  Cottage  Home  system,  as  at  present 
administered . 

In  the  first  place,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Cottage  Home  is,  in  the  very  nature  of 
thmgs,  too  small  and  restricted  to  afford  adequate  opportunities  to  the  girls  for  becoming 
properly  acquainted  with  the  various  branches  of  a  domestic  servant's  work.  Compare  it 
with  the  Administrative  Block,  with  its  numerous  officers'  apartments,  or  with  a  Matron's 
private  rooms,  where  one  finds  experienced  servants  employed  to  instruct  the  girls  in  their 
different  duties,  or  with  such  an  institution  as  Avenue  Lodge*  at  the  Marylebone  Schools, 


•  Vide  page  7. 
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Southall,  or  the  training  in  cooking  and  scullery  maid's  work  which  can  be  given  in  the 
Infirmary  kitchen  of  the  Central  London  Schools,  Hanwell,  or  in  the  Officers'  kitchen  at 
Anerley.  When  we  consider  the  variety  of  the  work  to  be  done  and  the  accuracy  of 
method  and  the  despatch  which  are  required  in  the  doing  of  it,  these  present  greater 
advantages  than  can  be  found  in  any  Cottage  Home.  Let  us  turn  to  the  laundry  at 
the  Bethnal  Green  Schools,  Leytonstone,  or  that  at  Witham,  where  I  found  one 
afternoon  a  band  of  girls  busily  ironing  collars  and  cuffs  ;  these  must  be  superior  as 
training  grounds,  both  from  their  busier  atmosphere  and  the  variety  of  material  to  be 
dealt  with,  than  the  wash-house  of  a  Cottage  Home. 

In  the  second  place,  the  Cottage  Mother,  no  matter  how  willing  and  industrious, 
is  prevented  by  the  mere  number  of  her  duties  from  giving  much  attention  to  any  one 
of  them,  and  she  has  no  officers  to  assist  her,  such  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  other  schools. 
She  may,  for  example,  include  the  care  of  one  or  two  infants  among  her  other  duties,  but 
she  cannot  find  the  time  to  train  the  elder  girls  as  nursery  maids  half  as  efficiently  as 
the  experienced  ISTurses  in  the  Infants'  Nurseries  of  the  Strand  or  Holborn  Schools, 
whose  whole  time  is  devoted  to  the  care  of  the  little  ones. 

In  the  third  place,  there  appears  to  me  to  be  too  much  "  laissez  faire  "  in  the  training 
of  the  Cottage  Homes.  We  have  heard  a  great  many  criticisms  of  late  upon  the 
"routine"  and  "cast-iron  methods"  of  the  Associated  and  Llock  system  Schools,  but  I 
think  that  routine  and  discipline,  properly  administered,  are  just  what  a  girl  of  fourteen 
require?,  that  she  may  go  to  service  with  well-regulated  habits  and  a  predisposition  to  do 
things  in  their  right  and  proper  order. 

Let  me  give  the  following  example  of  what  I  am  trying  to  express.  When  I  visit 
the  Poplar  Schools  at  Forest  Gate  and  the  Matron  rings  her  bell,  it  is  answered  by  a  neat 
little  girl,  who  receives  her  orders  and  retires  with  the  manners  of  a  trained  ser\  ant,  while 
the  Cottage  Mother,  in  similar  circumstances,  calls,  "  Jane,  bring  me  so  and  so." 

In  conclusion,  I  venture  to  formulate  certain  suggestions  which,  from  the  experience 
I  have  gained  since  entering  on  my  office,  would,  I  believe,  if  carried  out,  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  schools.  All  the  improvements  I  put  forward  seem  to  me  to  be 
practicable,  and  could,  I  think,  be  effected  without  any  very  radical  alterations  of  the 
systems  as  at  present  existing. 

1.  The  Kindergarten  should  be  universally  adopted.  There  can  be  no  better  founda- 
tion for  the  future  training  of  eye  and  hand,  nor  any  more  effective  means  of  instilling, 
without  effort,  the  principles  of  method  and  of  intelligent  industry.  Too  much  attention 
cannot  be  paid  to  the  proper  up-bringing  of  the  Infants,  and  the  schools  are  much  more 
likely  to  produce  successful  results  with  children  who  enter  them  at  four  years  of  age 
than  with  those  who  are  admitted,  often  in  a  state  of  deplorable  ignorance,  at  eleven  or 
twelve.  I  have  observed  that  there  are  signs  of  greater  alertness  and  intelligence  among 
the  Infants  in  those  schools  where  the  Kindergarten  system  is  in  vogue. 

2.  I  should  prefer  to  see  "  Half-Timers  "  altogether  abolished.  If  school  and  work 
divide  the  day  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  the  efficiency  of  one  or  other.  Moreover,  the 
system  is  bewildering  to  the  girls  themselves,  and  detrimental  to  the  whole  organization 
of  a  school. 

^  The  management  of  "  Half-Timers  "  makes  the  greatest  demands  upon  the  adminis- 
trative ability  of  a  Matron.  It  is  very  difficult  for  her  to  give  to  each  girl  household 
work  more  advanced  than  that  given  to  "  Full-Timers,"  and  yet  such  as  will  not  distract 
her  attention  from  tlie  work  of  the  schoolroom.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  better 
to  keep  the  girl  fully  engaged  in  school  work  till  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  then  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  ensure  to  her  a  whole  year's  training  in  domestic  duties.  Undei- 
such  a  scheme  the  girl,  having  received  a  somewhat  wider  and  more  finished  education, 
would.  I  think,  be  capable  of  commencing  her  course  of  definite  industrial  training  with 
a  more  intelligent  perception  of  how  the  work  required  of  her  should  be  performed. 
Moreover,  what  is  waited  for  is  always  more  appreciated,  and  a  girl  will  enter  with  greater 
zeal  upon  the  last  period  of  her  school  life  if  she  realizes  its  dignity — and  a  dignity  it 
should  be — without  having  wasted  any  of  her  energies  on  half  measures. 

If,  however,  it  is  necessary  from  the  stress  of  circumstances  that  the  half-time  system 
should  be  maintained,  I  would  suggest  that  the  alternate  day  plan  should  in  all  cases  be 
adopted.    It  involves  less  strain  upon  the  child,  and  the  work  is  much  more  easily 
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regulated  by  the  Matron,  so  that  considerable  wear  and  tear  both  in  work  and  in  management 
would  be  saved. 

Under  the  alternate  day  plan  the  girls  in  the  Cottage  Home  would  continue  to  work 
the  day  through  at  the  Mother's  side  ;  in  the  other  schools,  however,  I  would  suo-o-est 
that  the  practice  of  assignmg  them  definite  industrial  work,  such  as  laundry  and  kitchen 
atFord,  should  be  abolished,  and  that  the  working  day  should  be  devoted  only  to  light 
household  duties,  needlework,  and  dressmaking  ;  over-pressure  should  be  guarded  against 
so  carefully. 

But  this  suggestion  naturally  depends  upon  the  adoption  of  my  next  proposal,  viz., 
that  the  sj^ecial  Industrial  training  given  to  girls  exempt  from  school  should  in  all  cases 
extend  to  one  year. 

3.  I  think  that  the  time  devoted  to  special  Industrial  training  should  hi  all  cases 
extend  to  a  full  year  ;  any  less  period  seems  to  me  insuificient  for  a  proper  understanding 
of  the  duties  required  of  a  domestic  servant.  If  a  whole  year's  training  can  thus  be 
obtained,  I  think  it  would  be  possible,  and  I  suggest  that  it  would  be  desirable,  for  the 
Matrons  to  exercise  a  greater  discrimination  in  the  employment  of  the  girls.  A  number 
of  our  poor-la  children  are,  it  is  true,  unfitted,  from  mental  and  physical  weakness,  for 
taking  superior  positions  in  domestic  service  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  who 
would  be  quite  capable,  if  properly  equipped,  of  taking  situations  commanding  consider- 
ably higher  wages  than  those  of  a  general  servant.  A  Matron  ought  to  be  able,  by  care- 
ful observation,  to  distinguish  between  her  girls,  and  if  she  notices  that  a  particular  girl 
has  a  special  talent  for  cooking,  or  for  laundry  work,  or  for  dressmaking,  she  should  see 
that  the  girl's  attention  is  chiefly  directed  to  the  work  in  which  she  excels.  I  am  aware 
that  many  of  the  Matrons  do  exercise  already  their  judgment  in  this  ^'ay,  and  that  some 
girls  do  secure  superior  situations  ;  but  the  opportunities  and  advantages  are  not  the  same 
in  all  the  schools.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  would  suggest  that  Dressmaking  Classes, 
like  those  at  Forest  Gate,  should  be  universally  adopted,  and  that  the  general  training  in 
Kitchen  and  Scullery  work  which  is  given  in  the  school  kitchens  should  be  supplemented 
by  special  Cookery  Classes.  It  is  for  the  same  reason  that  I  strongly  feel  that  all  the 
officers  whose  work  consists  in  Industrial  training  should  be  reg,!  experts.  The  teacher 
of  dressmaking,  for  example,  should  be  a  first-rate  dressmaker,  experienced  both  in  actual 
work  and  in  instructing  others,  and  not  merely  "  a  superior  person  who  understands 
dressmaking."  And  the  same  will  apply  to  the  kitchen  ;  the  cook  at  the  head  of  it 
should  be  a  "professed  cook,"  not  because  it  will  be  necessary  to  teach  the  girls  the 
highest  branches  of  cookery,  but  because  such  a  woman  is  bound  to  understand  more 
thoroughly  the  rudiments  of  kitchen  and  sculler}^  work,  and  could  not  have  risen  to  such 
a  position  if  she  had  not  herself  served  a  drastic  apprenticeship. 

I  think  that  in  some  cases  the  value  of  the  Stores  Rooms  as  a  training  ground  is  not 
fully  realised.  It  is  there,  and  there  only,  under  the  present  system  that  the  girls  can 
acquire  any  knowledge  of  the  quality  and  value  of  materials  and  household  stores — a 
knowledge  which  must  be  of  great  service  to  them  when  they  go  out  into  the  world. 
The  practice  is  very  general,  I  am  aware,  for  the  girls  to  take  some  part  in  receiving  and 
giving  out  the  Stores,  but  more  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  practical  aspect  of  the 
instruction  so  required.;  the  stores  rooms  should  be  more  carefully  organized,  and  the 
different  stores  labelled  with  the  name  and  price  of  the  article. 

4.  So  far  as  I  have  observed,  an  honest  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  Superintendents 
and  Matrons  to  carry  out  the  Education  Order  of  January  1897  ;  but  though  I  thoroughly 
agree  with  the  spirit  of  that  Order,  I  believe  that  its  aims  are  not  secured  b}'  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  letter  of  it.  I  think  that  more  responsibility  might  be  vested  in  the 
Managers  of  each  school,  and  that  they  might  ha\'e  the  power  of  drawing  up  Time  Tables 
and  Rules  to  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Board.  It  is  only  natural  that  those 
who  are  on  the  spot  should  have  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  wants  of  the  children  and 
the  possibilities  of  structural  and  other  arrangements,  which  vary  so  much  in  each 
school.  Moi'eover,  the  effect  of  a  strict  code  of  regulations,  which  they  had  no  voice  in 
framing,  deprives  them  of  spontaneity  and  resource.  I  am  also  convinced  that  there  are 
many  old  rules,  which  it  would  be  better  to  abolish,  as  they  serve  to  perpetuate  the 
associations  with  the  workhouse.  For  example,  the  rule  that  all  meals  are  to  be  taken  in 
such  rooms  as  are  provided  and  in  no  other,  and  the  implied  rule  that  every  child  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  officer  when  leaving  the  school  premises.  This  remark  applies  equally 
to  old  workhouse  names,  which  I  find  in  use  in  the  schools,  for.  instance,  "  Yardmaster  "  and 
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"  Yardmistress,"  which  are  hardly  the  rio-ht  titles  for  those  whose  very  presence  in  the 
playground  should  increase  the  children's  happiness,  and  be  an  inspiration  to  healthy  and 
unfettered  play. 

5.  I  think  that  some  more  accurate  method  should  be  adopted  for  ascertaining  the 
ages  of  the  girls.  It  may  happen  that,  if  her  age  is  wrongly  given,  a  girl  may  be  sent  to 
service  a  year  or  six  months  before  she  ought  to  be,  and,  the  tendency  of  parents  and 
children  is  generally  to  exaggerate  their  ages. 

6.  No  girl,  except  under  very  exceptional  circumstances,  sliould  be  sent  to  service 
before  the  age  of  fifteen.  I  find  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  girls  leave  the  schools 
at  fourteen  years  of  age. 

7.  Apart  from  "  Ins  and  Outs,"  there  are  a  number  of  girls  in  all  the  schools,  who 
have  been  admitted  from  eleven  years  of  age  and  upwards,  in  a  state  of  almost  absolute 
ignorance.  In  accordance  with  the  Education  Order  (Jaraiary  1,  18!' 7),  they  are  put  into 
classes  with  much  younger  children.  Such  girls  are  not  only  likely  tn  be  depressed  and 
dispirited  by  finding  themselves  only  on  a  level  with  the  beginner;^,  but  they  may — and 
I  am  afraid  often  do — exercise  a  bad  influence  upon  the  younger  children  with  whom 
they  are  thrown  in  constant  contact.  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  Guardians  did  not 
send  these  girls  to  the  schools  at  all,  but  to  Training  Homes,  many  of  which  are  adapted 
for  dealing  with  such  a  class.  But,  if  this  is  impossible,  I  think  that  they  sin juLl  be  treated 
as  exceptions  to  the  Education  Order,  and  I  would  suggest  that  the  method  of  treatment 
to  l^e  adopted  should  be  to  give  them  various  kinds  of  household  work  during  the  day, 
and  have  evening  classes  for  their  instruction. 

8.  It  mav,  I  think,  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  ])resent  policy  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  lies  in  the  direction  of  "  Cottage  Homes."  Without  entering  upon  any 
discussion  of  the  merits  or  defects  of  that  system,  as"  compared  with  others,  it  is  certain 
that  its  success  must  depend  in  a  peculiar  degree  upon  the  way  it  is  administered.  The 
dangers  are  only  too  obvious  o£  placing  women  who  ha^'e  received  little  or  ]io  training, 
and  who  have  had  no  experience  in  the  management  of  children,  in  the  most  responsible 
position  of  Cottage  Mothers. 

Even  if  there  be  a  natural  aptitude,  a  great  deal  more  is  still  required— knowledge  of 
what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it,  promptitude  in  emergencies,  power  of  maintaining  discii^line, 
habits  of  industry  and  method,  facility  in  imparting  instruction,  and  a  wide  acquaintance 
with  the  characters  and  dispositions  of  children. 

It  seems  to  be  sometimes  imagined  that  almost  any  woman  is  suited  to  be  a 
Cottage  Mother.  The  management  of  a  Cottage  Home  is  not  an  instinct,  but  an 
art,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  system,  if  widely  adopted,  cannot  produce  satisfactory 
results  unless  some  means  can  be  devised,  either  by  voluntary  effort  or  with  the  assistance 
of  the  State,  for  giving  special  training  to  those  who  intend  to  undertake  this  responsible 
office. 

I  would  venture  to  suggest  that  their  training  slioidd  occupy  at  least  two  vears — the 
first  to  be  spent  in  some  Hospital  or  Infirmary,  and  the  second  in  a  well-managed  School, 
Orphanage,  or  specially  selected  Training  Home. 

The  training  which  a  probationer  nurse  receives  in  a  Hospital  covers  a  wide  area. 
She  is  taught  how  to  make  and  how  to  keep  the  surroundings  of  the  patients  sweet  and 
clean.  She  learns  the  methods  of  quiet  neatness,  the  principles  of  discipline  and  manage- 
ment, the  necessity  for  patience  and  self-control.  Promptitude  becomes  a  habit  with  her, 
and  presence  of  mind  a  necessity.  In  short,  there  can  be  no  more  excellent  training- 
ground  for  the  proper  organization  and  administration  of  a  Cottage  Home  than  a 
Hospital  ward. 

But  the  Cottage  Mother  nuist  also  learn  the  work  of  kitchen  and  laundry,  and 
to  manage  children  and  to  understand  then-  characters  and  dispositions.  This  experience 
she  should  gain  diu-ing  her  second  year  of  probation  in  a  School  or  Orphanage  or  a 
Training  Home.  There  she  will  be  taught  how  to  deal  with  children  in  their  varying 
nioods,  and  learn  to  appreciate  their  wants,  to  study  their  deficiencies,  and  to  enter 
with  inspiration  and  sympathy  into  their  play. 
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Is  it  not  better  that  she  should  enter  thus  equipped  upon  her  work  than  that  she 
should  suddenly,  without  knowledge  or  experience  or  preparation,  be  placed  in  charge  of 
a  number  of  children  in  the  hope  that  by  experiment  or  chance  she  may  some  day  or 
other  succeed  m  performing  her  duties  ? 

I  trust  that  those  who  have  the  real  welfare  of  our  Poor  Law  Children  at  neart  will 
endeavour  to  formulate  some  such  scheme  as  I  have  here  ventured  to  suggest,  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  necessary  for  the  successful  working  of  the  Cottage  Home  system. 


Local  Government  Board, 
Whitehall, 

December  1st,  1898. 


INA  STANSFELD, 

Assistant  Inspector. 


2.1  \m.  1329 
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BETHNAL  GREEN  SCHOOLS.  LEYTONSTONE. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  school  is  certified  for  the  reception  of  564  children,  viz.  : — 

288  Boys. 
144  Girls. 
132  Infants. 

564 

It  is  unusual  in  structure,  the  administrative  block  having  been  a  large  private  residence 
till  it  was  purchased  in  1868  as  the  Bethnal  Green  Schools.  Accommodation  was  then 
provided  for  the  children  on  the  cottage  system.  There  are  six  blocks,  each  containing 
two  cottages,  six  for  boys  on  one  side  ot  the  yard,  and  six  for  girls  and  infants  on  the 
other.  In  each  cottage  there  are  four  dormitories  with  twelve  beds,  also  a  daj^-room 
and  offices.  Each  cottage  is  self-contained,  and  has  a  small  yard  at  the  back  in  which 
the  children  play.  The  children  have  their  meals  together  in  the  dining  hall,  which  is 
in  the  administrative  block,  and  so  they  come  together  daily  and  are  kept  in  close  touch 
with  the  Superintendent  and  Matron.  A  "  Mother  "  is  in  charge  of  each  cottage,  and 
it  is  her  duty  to  look  after  the  children  and  to  see  that  they  are  clean  and  properly 
dressed,  and  to  give  them,  as  far  as  possible,  instruction  in  elementary  household  work. 

The  Infants  live  on  the  ground  floor  and  first  floor  of  one  of  the  blocks,  and  are  under  Industrial 
the  care  of  a  "  Mother,"  who  is  assisted  by  one  or  two  older  girls.    On  the  day  of  one  j^^^^^g^  °' 
of  my  visits  I  found  an  elder  girl  taking  care  of  the  children,  who  were  at  play  in  die 
yard. 

The  training  given  to  the  little  ones  is  of  course  nominal,  but  I  am  told  that  they 
are  taught  as  early  as  possible  to  fold  their  clothes  and  place  them  in  the  bed  basket. 

When  the  little  one  is  old  enough  to  be  transferred  to  an  ordinary  cottage,  she  at  industrial 
once  takes  her  share  of  the  work  to  be  done.  training  of 

Full- 

The  bell  rings  throughout  the  school  at  6  a.m.,  when  the  girls  rise,  strip  their  beds,  Timers, 
wash,  dress,  make  their  beds,  and  then  the  time  remaining  before  8.45,  when  they  go  to 
school,  is  spent  in  breakfast,  boot  cleaning,  brass  cleaning,  paint  and  wainscot  dusting, 
picking  litter  from  the  door  mat,  and  cleaning  it,  sweeping  and  dusting  the  housemaids' 
closets,  doing  the  Mother's  rooms,  preparing,  clearing,  and  washing  up  her  breakfast 
things,  and  I  am  told  that  the  work  is  so  arranged  that  every  alternate  day  each  girl 
has  no  industrial  work  with  the  exception  of  making  her  bed  and  an  hour  in  the 
needle-room.  Nominally,  the  girl  retains  her  task  or  allotted  list  of  small  duties 
for  two  months,  but  there  is  no  rule,  and  the  developing  powers  are  carefully  watched 
and  dealt  with. 

Some  of  the  work  of  the  elder  girls  of  this  class  is  : — 

I.  To  help  the  housemaid,  at  6.45,  to  sweep  the  dining  hall  and  set  the  breakfast  ; 

after  breakfast  to  clear  and  finish  dusting  ;  to  get  the  clerk's  breakfast  ;  to 
lay  dinner  for  nine  officers,  and  to  wait  at  table  under  the  housemaid. 

II.  To  help  the  nurse  to  wash  and  dress  the  Infants,  taking  care  of  them  in  the 

])layground  and  playing  with  thein. 

III.  To  wait  upon  the  sewing-mistress  ;  to  bring  up  the  assistant  sewing-mistress' 
.  dinner,  and  to  prepare  her  tea,  washing  up  after  each  of  these  meals, 

IV.  To  act  as  maid  to  the  schoolmistress,  calliuG;  her,  cleanino-  her  boots,  brushino' 
her  dresses, 

V.  To  act  as  maid  to  the  assistant  schoolmistress,  to  do  her  room,  brush  and  put 

away  her  clothes. 

VI.  To  help  the  matron  in  the  stores  room,  sfcnmping  and  marking  linen,  &c.  ; 
helping  her  to  take  stock,  to  cut  out,  to  keep  the  room  in  order,  and  tc 
dust  the  cupboards.  Too  great  importance  cannot  be  attached  to  this,  as  it 
is  the  first  lesson  in  the  \'alue  and  rpiality  of  stores  and  materials  which  the 
child  receives. 

VII.  To  help  the  housemaid  to  ilo  the  matron's  bedroom. 

6483  a  9 
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Industrial  We  now  deal  with  the  Half-Thners.    On  the  day  of  my  visit  there  were  thirteen 

training  of  girls  of  this  class.    These  girls  do  little  or  no  work  before  breakfast,  beyond  making 
Miners       t^eir  beds,  e^c.    They  attend  school  every  morning,  and  at  2  p.m.  they  do  the  following- 
work  : — 

I.  In  the  nursery  they  help  the  nurse  with  the  babies. 

II.  In  one  of  the  houses,  Nos.  8,  11,  12,  where  there  are  little  boys  and  girls,  they 

help  the  nurses  with  the  lighter  part  of  the  work,  or  with  the  mending  of  the 
younger  children's  clothes. 

III.  In  houses  9  and  10,  occupied  by  infants,  they  help  to  give  them  their  baths. 

IV.  In  the  needle-room  they  learn  the  higher  parts  of  needlework,  viz.,  cutting 
out,  fixing  garments  for  machine  work,  making  them,  and  helping  with  the 
stock  work. 

In  the  needle-room  I  found  girls  busily  working  by  machine  and  hand,  and  I 
could  detect  a  real  interest  in  the  work  being  done. 

Industrial  As  a  rule,  the  girl  has  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  before  she  is  entirely  exempt  from 

training  of  school,  when  six  months  of  industrial  training  complete  her  time  in  the  school. 

girls 

exempt  Her  training  in  industrial  work  now  becomes  definite,  the  six  months  devoted  to  it 

from  before  going  to  service  are  divided  into  two  periods  of  three  months.     During  the 

school.        ^Yst  three  months  the  girls  spend  the  morning  in  the  kitchen,  and  the  afternoon  in  the 
needle -room. 

In  the  kitchen  they  work  under  the  cook,  and  are  taught  scullery  work,  pan  cleaning, 
how  to  sweep  and  clean  the  kitchen  and  its  flues  ;  they  cook  the  schoolmistresses' 
breakfast,  making  the  tea  and  coffee,  frying  the  eggs  or  bacon  or  fish,  and  serving,  and 
although  the  opportunities  are  simple,  the  girls  who  pass  through  this  kitchen  may 
learn  to  prepare  and  cook  vegetables,  to  fry  a  sole,  or  to  make  a  custard.  In  addition, 
they  attend  the  weekly  cooking  classes  at  the  Technical  Schools,  Leyton,  going  and 
returning  by  train  alone. 

In  the  afternoon  they  work  in  the  needle-room,  and  are  taught  to  choose  and  buy 
their  own  outfits,  cutting  them  out  and  making  by  machine  and  hand. 

The  second  three  months  they  spend  between  housework  and  laundry. 

In  the  administrative  block  they  learn  their  duties  under  the  housemaids,  including 
the  cleaning  of  windows,  glass,  silver,  and  they  are  taught  to  scrub. 

In  the  laundry  they  learn  to  wash  and  iron  by  hand,  and  they  should  at  the  end 
of  the  time  know  how  to  wash,  starch,  and  iron  ordinary  things,  including  aprons, 
collars,  &c. 


Before  concluding  my  Report  on  this  school,  I  must  state  that  on  my  waj  to 
Leytonstone  station,  after  one  of  my  visits  to  the  school,  I  fell  in  with  a  young  woman 
who  had  been  brought  up  there.  She  was  a  housemaid-waitress  in  London,  and  had 
been  visiting  the  school  on  her  "  day  out."  Knowing  that  I  was  the  Inspector,  and,  no 
doubt,  also  knowing  that  there  are  many  erroneous  impressions  abroad  in  connection 
with  the  schools,  she  began  her  story,  and  told  me  how,  as  a  young  child,  she  had  been 
brought  there,  and  having  been  brought  up  had  left  the  school  for  service  at  sixteen  years 
of  age.  She  said  that  she  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  that  she  had  had  two 
situations,  that  she  was  earning  £.24  a  year  and  was  going  to  be  married  to  a  young 
tradesman  in  a  good  position.  She  seemed  to  feel  the  unkind  things  Avhich  are  said  of 
the  schools,  and  said  :  They  teach  the  girls  to  cook  and  bake  and  wash,  and  do  a  little 
work,  quite  enough  for  a  servant  to  start  with,  and  a  great  deal  more  than  they  would 
be  taught  in  their  mother's  home,  however  respectable  it  may  be." 

The  girl's  wedding  card  is  in  my  possession,  and  some  day  when  I  am  in  the 
neighbou]-hood  I  intend  to  see  for  myself  the  home  which  the  school  has  made.  This  is 
n6t  an  incident  in  the  history  of  Bethnal  Green  alone,  it  is  common  to  all  the  Metropolitan 
schools. 
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ST.  GEORGE'S  IN  THE  EAST.  PLASHET. 

Repokt  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  G-irls. 

This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  296  children, 

153  Boys. 
113  Girls. 
30  Infants. 

296 

which,  in  consequence  of  its  structural  insufficiency,  does  not  lend  itself  to  a  very  satisfac- 
tory system  of  Industrial  Training. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  work  in  this  School  is  the  School  education  of  the  children, 
and  the  supervision  of  their  Play  and  Recreation. 

Industrial  Up  to  the  time  that  a  girl  becomes  a  Half-Timer  the  following  is  a  general  outline 

toining  of  Qf  i^qj.  clay's  occupation. 

Timers.  The  Infants,  as  in  other  schools,  are  taught,  as  early  as  possible,  to  fold  their  clothes 

and  to  help  to  make  their  beds. 

The  girls  who  attend  school  full  time  rise  at  5.30  and  breakfast  at  6.45.  The 
interval  is  spent  in  washing,  dressing,  boot  cleaning,  hair  combing,  and  turning  down 
their  beds.  From  7.15  to  8.45  they  make  their  beds,  and  the  elder  ones  do  light  house- 
hold work,  sweeping  and  dusting  the  play  room,  tidying  the  rooms,  cutting  bread  for 
dinner  and  tea,  brass  cleaning,  beating  the  door  mats  and  picking  litter  from  them, 
sweeping  and  tidying  the  housemaids'  closets. 

The  younger  ones  go  out  to  the  playground  after  having  made  their  beds,  or  go  to 
work  in  their  own  little  gardens,  in  which  they  are  encouraged  to  take  great  interest. 

The  elder  girls  again  help,  after  mornmg  school,  to  lay  the  dinner,  to  wait  at  it,  to 
clear  away,  wash  up,  sweep  the  hall,  fold  and  put  away  the  cloths,  and  dust.  After  after- 
noon school,  at  4.45,  they  set  the  tea  and  help  to  clear  and  wash  up. 

The  Matron  always  endeavours  to  change  each  child's  work  every  three  months. 
This  depends  upon  the  character  and  strength  of  the  child,  and  also  upon  the  number  of 
children  available  for  work. 

Industrial  The  Education  Order  of  January  oOth,  1897,  has  affected  this  School  less  than  many 

training  of  of  the  others,  as  its  methods  have  been  based  upon  its  lines — education  first,  with  plenty 
Miners  V^^J-'  industrial  training  taking  the  place  of  the  school  training  after  the  attainment  of 

the  eleventh  year,  and  the  passing  of  the  fourth  standard. 

Backward  and  delicate  children  are  kept  in  school  after  the  half-time  stage  if  the 
Matron  feels  that  a  longer  period  of  instruction  Avill  help  them.  I  found  three  such 
children  in  the  schoolroom  on  the  day  of  my  visit. 

I  found  eight  Half- Timers  on  the  day  of  my  visit. 

They  rise  at  5.30,  wash,  dress,  turn  down  beds,  and  go  down  to  work.  The 
following  parts  of  Industrial  work  are  divided  among  them. 

They  light  the  fire  in  the  Children's  Hall,  lay  breakfast,  do  the  same  in  the  Officer's 
Hall,  one  girl  cooking  the  Officers'  breakfast  unaided.  Breakfast  is  at  6.45,  after  which 
these  girls  (helped  by  those  who  are  still  attending  school  full  time)  clear  the  breakfasts, 
fold  cloths,  sweep  the  halls  and  dust. 

The  alternate  day  system  is  adopted  here,  the  reason  given  being  that  housework  and 
cooking  cannot  be  kept  till  the  afternoon,  and  that  if  a  girl  does  Industrial  work  for  the 
first  half  of  the  day,  she  is  too  tired  to  give  proper  attention  to  lessons  in  the  afternoon, 

Half-Timers  are  never  employed  as  kitchen  or  laundry  maids  ;  consequently, 
ordinary  housework  is  the  only  employment  alternating  with  a  full  day  in  the  Needle- 
rooms  for  this  class  of  girl. 
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The  evenings  of  the  Half- Timers  are  employed  as  follows  : — 

Monday   evening  ...        ...  Class  for  Examination  Needlework. 

Tuesday       „    Cooking  Class  at  Shaftesbury  Road 

Board  School,  Ley  ton. 

Wednesday   ,,    Swimming  at  the  Stratford  Baths. 

Thursday      ,,  ...       ...  Needlework  classes  as  above. 

Friday  „    Choir  Practice. 

Saturday      „    Free. 

The  Matron  reports  very  favourably  upon  the  results  of  the  Cookery  classes,  and  I 
append  the  "  Menu  "  of  a  dinner  which  was  cooked  (at  the  Board  School)  for  the 
Managers  by  these  girls  on  the  day  before  my  visit  :  — 

Boiled  Turbot  and  Lobster  Sauce. 

Fried  Plaice.  , 
Lamb  Cutlets  and  Tomato  Sauce. 
Chicken  Pie. 
Potatoes  and  Cauliflowers. 
Meringues  and  Cream. 
Chocolate  Cream. 
French  Pastry.  Cakes. 
Cauliflower  an  gratin. 

The  Matron  told  me  that  she  believes  these  dishes  were  cooked  by  the  children  alone^ 
the  teacher  of  the  Cookery  School  simply  superintending. 

We  now  come  to  the  class  of  girls  Avho  have  left  the  schoolroom  entirely  and  who  Industrial 
receive  one  year's  Lidustrial  Training  before  going  to  service.     There  were  no  girls  training  of 
coming  under  this  head  on  the  day  of  my  visit.  exempt 

This  year  of  Training  is  divided  as  follows  : —  trova. 
•'  ^  school. 

Six  months  in  the  Matron's  private  kitchen. 

Six  months  in  the  Laundry,  with  some  training  in  House,  Parlour,  and  Nursery 
work. 

In  the  Matron's  private  kitchen  the  girl's  life  is  exactly  the  same  which  she  will 
find  in  ])rivate  service  ;  she  Avorks  under  the  Matron's  servant  and  takes  the  rough  part  of 
the  work  as  she  would  do  under  a  mistress  or  an  upper  servant. 

In  the  laundry  she  is  taught  to  wash,  starch,  and  iron. 

The  girls  are  taught  dressmaking  and  needlework.  They  are  sent  out  shopping  for 
the  Matron,  take  their  money  to  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  and  bank  it  themselves. 

Though,  as  I  have  said,  the  Industrial  Training  given  in  this  School  is  not  satisfac- 
tory, owing  to  structural  deficiencies,  I  have  enquired  carefully  into  the  success  of  the  girls 
educated  here  as  servants,  and  I  find  that  many  of  them  are  doing  well  and  holding  good 
situations. 


6483 


D 


26 


in 

PI  _  -,- 

a.  S  S  g 


=  o  oi  «o 


Oh  Ph 

Y.  u  m 
Sh  a  O 


a,  A  \i, 

<i3 


.§  a)  be  o 

_  <U  c3  o  . 

©  if  2  3 

n  aj  a  S 


d 

O 

a 

•1—1 


W 


H 

CO 

w 


CO 

O 
O 
O 


•H  00 

o'2  to 
M  S  is 
S  g 


.a 


CO 


CO 


s  ? 

TO  M 

«   C  CO 

<D  to 
O  00 


C3  f-H 


,2  n 


"  CO 


■6 
!Z5 


$25 


3 


'a 


C5 


CO 


CO 
CO 


CO 


o 


CT5 

CO 


O 

CO 


27 


s  < 

o  ss 

§^ 

^  o 

tn 

«  Q 
"  P3 

Weq 
< 

o 


pi  s 


{-I 
CO 


tD 

.B 

'o 

P 


o 


be 

.9 

'o 


o  ^ 
cS  ^ 

CO  S^C'^. 
O  0  o  ^ 

?2  -3  ^ 
W  P^ 


•4-1 


J"  02 

r-H  ^ 

'd  13  P 
CO  o 

0;  ••■  O 

?  Boi 

I  o  .a 
}7  o  ^ 
f-  ^  ^ 

CD  ^  bD 

'3  %  "o 
PHP 


PI 

fH  fee 

a>  o3 
o 


Pi 

o 
bD 

m 

w 


o 

bD 


u 

p 

o 


m  m 


o  o 
o  o 

2  52     Pi  ^ 


2m 


PI 


UJ    U2  ZJ 

Fi^  ;z; 


0 


'rji 

CD  S3 
^P 


Pi 

o 


CD 

PI  o 


-  a  o 


Ph  8 


•  I— t 

m 


CO 


4> 
IB  O 


CD 


O  02 


o 


O  O 


CD 


c3 
t> 
%t 

QJ 
Oi 

03  * 
(D  - 
PI  ^ 

o 


d 


•  c3 

> 

— ■  f-l 
"S  ^ 

Wo 


•  c3 

l> 


B  CS 

an  <D 

E3  CD 


[1896 

1896 

1896 

1896 

CD  CO  -O 
Oi  0 
GO  CO'  C^i 
.— 1  1— 1  rH 

1897 

Apri] 

03 

fcH 

July 
Dec. 

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

Aug. 

1889 

CO 
OS 

<x> 

T— 1 

CO 
OS 

CO  ~ 
.—1  jC' 

r-H 

1891 
189:5 
1892 

1895 

i 

1 
1 

Aug. 

1^ 
^^ 

Marcl 
Aug. 

^  ^  -g 

CD    1-  " 

Sept. 

CO 

0  CO  t-  GO 

6483 


C  2 


28 


THE  HACKNEY  SCHOOLS.  BRENTWOOD. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  5.50  children,  viz. 

247  Boys. 
173  Girls. 
130  Infants. 

550 


The  Infants  are  taught  to  fold  their  own  clothes,  to  strip  their  beds,  and  to  help  to 
clear  up  their  plates  for  the  second  course  at  dinner,  and  at  seven  years  they  leave  the 
Infant  Nursery. 

Industrial  On  being  received  in  the  Girl's  School,  tney  at  once  learn  to  make  their  own  beds, 

training  of  and  to  sweep  and  dust  the  Dormitories. 
Full-  ^ 

Timers.  On  Monday  and  Thursday  evenings,  and  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons, 

they  clean  their  own  boots,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Attendant,  and  they  attend  a 
sewing  clnss  in  the  Needleroom  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  from  4  to  5  p.m. 

Girls  over  eleven  years  of  age,  who  are  attending  school  full  time,  are  placed  in  two 
divisions,  changing  duty  each  fortnight  as  follows  :  — 


Divided  in  four  parties. 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Friday 


Division  A. 

All  in  Dormitories,  7.30  a.m.  to  8.30  a.m. — 

...    Needlework,  4  to  5.30  p.m. 

...    Mending  and  Darning,  4  to  5.30  p.m. 

Laundry,  4  to  5.30  p.m. 
...    Cooking,  4  to  5.30  p.m. 


Division  B 

In  Kitchen  or  Dining  Hall,  duty  as  follows 

Before  Breakfast 
After  Breakfast 
After  Dinner 
Before  Supper 
After  Supper 

Industrial  The  Half- Timers,  of  whom  I  found  eight,  are  divided 

fining  of  attending  school  alternately  as  follows  :— 


30  minutes. 


also  into  two  divisions, 


Timers. 


1st  week. 


2nd  week. 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 


Morning 
Afternoon  2 


2|  hours 


Morning 
Afternoon  2 


n 


Morning 
Morningf 


n 
n 


Afternoon  2  hours. 
Morning  2| 
Morning  2| 
Morning  2f 
Afternoon  2 
Morning  2^ 

uction  on  their  school  afternoons 


These  girls  attend  in  the  Needleroom  for  extra  Inst] 
from  4  to  5.30  p.m.    The  work  which  is  given  to  these  girls  is  as  follows  : — 

Kitchen. — They  learn  Scullery  and  Kitchen  work,  also  to  prepare  and  to  cook 
vegetables  under  the  direction  of  the  scullery  maid.  They  help  to  cook  for  the  children, 
and  for  the  officers,  making  puddings,  chopping  suet,  &c.,  &c. 

Attached  to  the  Officers'  Hall  is  a  kitchen  which  is  under  the  charge  of  a  housemaid 
who  is  assisted  by  these  girls.    The  breakfast  and  tea  for  the  Officers  are  cooked  in  it. 
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There  are  sjiecial  classes  for  Half- Timers  in  : — 

(1.)  Needlework.    Where  they  have  to  cut  out,  to  make  underclothing,  and 

dresses  for  outfits. 
(2.)  Mending. 
(3.)  Laundry. 
(4.)  Cooking. 

The  Managers  of  this  School  attach  great  importance  to  School  Education,  and  the 
Industrial  Training  is  made  subservient  to  it. 

I  found  no  girls  who  had  passed  out  of  the  schoolroom,  hut  it  is  customary  for  such 
to  receive  a  few  months  of  special  training.  The  Matron  takes  them  into  her  private 
kitchen.  They  are  also  sent  to  the  Infimts'  Nursery  for  experience  in  managing  children  ; 
they  begin  to  make  their  own  outfits,  and  are  sent  out  to  shop  for  the  Matron,  and  to 
bank  their  own  savings. 

The  Laundry  accommodation  is  so  deficient  in  this  School,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
train  the  girls  satisfactorily.  They  are  taught  folding  and  ironing,  but  washing  is  out  of 
the  (juestion.    There  is  much  room  for  imjn'ovement  here. 


Industrial 

training  of 
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from 

school. 


30 


*-0  JO 

5  o  » '-o 

^  CO 


p.  0) 


©  m  a> 

0)  > 
CO  o 

<i3 


o  «a 
bo  g 


c3  o  , 

.3  E-^ 


u 
H 


«  ^  „  c3 

H-i 

rh  S 

O  2 

O  "5  m 

ij  i3  n 

51  tS  C3 


H  C  CO 
O   ^  CO 


fl  be? 
to 

I  a" 


.13 


o 


03 


.a 


d5 


CO 


Pi 

O  O 

S  w 
•2  « 
pi  ^ 


CO 


31 


P3 


_c3 

4 

a  '. 


S 

p — I  -fcj   n  f-1 


d  CD 
>-i  d 

O  -i-T 

d  ^  as  O 

§  2 

^  2  S 

J£  i>  «s  PI 


_2 

.  Si 


be 
O 


05 

rd 


O 
O  -rj 


CD  ^  173 

2  fl  y 
^  ^  I 

c  ^ 


0) 

3 

o 

rd 

O 


(M  CO 

03   O  . 


1=1  Id 

03 

C3  g 

r3  rW  -d 

S  r 

TO  t4 


03 

J  ^ 


03 

m 
03 
O 

03   03  -(-T 
000 
(73  03 

'-I  ^  03 

rd 


03 

9: 
o 


03 
O 

.  'S. 

Oj 


-d 

o 


03 

05  ^    0^    .    J-i  -t^ 

^05 
rH    _  03 
O    ^  S 


I   03  O 

: 

'  bc^ 
■  Ci 

.1-4  O 

'  o  o 


^   rd  -d 

S  fl  a 

_    -rH   .rf  O 

o  :=!  ^c! 

+^    03    03  03 
be  bj}  03 

s  s 


CD 


w  ~ 

O    (D  C 

bjj,^  c3 


03 


bD 
-1 


1  CD 

03  o 

03 


75  33 

03 


03 


^'03 

2  c  <^ 
^  o  o 


^.2 

CO  > 
03  75 
03  d 


ri2  'CJ 

CO  -"i 


d  .9  ^ 

CO    CO  '13 

I-  ;-i  CO 

—  03 

4J  o  5i 

c«  ^  C 
H 


bD 
"o 

fl 

c3 

03 
o 

0; 

03 
c^  ^ 


O 


c3 


75 

03 


O 

o 
a 


Pm 


!-^  U 

O  O 

-l-i  4.43 

o  o 

03  03 

=1-1 

CE  SQ 


P  03 


ro  ^  'r:''^ 


C3  4^  i 

CO  03 


C/2  C/3  ttH 


>i 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

d 

4-3 
0 

c3 

sfact 

03 

isfaci 

0 

V4 

Tfl 

CO 

th  relat 

isfacto] 
satisfac 

I  rly  sati 

irly  sati 

01 
CO 

Hi 

irly  sati 

Wi 

S6 

Fa: 

Fa; 

Fai 

TP.-.; 

03 

d 
c 


03 

03  d 


03 

03  d 

d  o 


10 


0 


m  .2 


o  ^  S  ■•^'•2  ^ 

"     1-5  (» 
P 


5^  § 


03 


03 

a 

o 
Q 


GO 


OS 
GO 


as 
00 


to  to 
t-j  a> 

CO  CO 


a.  oj 

QC  00 


m 

S  Gs  cr- 

^  GO  CO 


Jan, 

Feb. 

Feb, 
i 

A  A 

03  03 

Em  Em 

PL,  Pl, 

.— i 

0 
1— 1 

O'  as 

i-H 

rH 

1894 

1891 

1891 

1885 
1885 

GC  CO 
GO  'CO 
I-H  1-H 

1^  0  icO 

CO  a.  CO 

GO  CC  CO 

1— (  1— 1 1— 1 

4J 

July 

Dec. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

July 
Auar. 

^'  i^* 

03  P4  Cl, 

1-H 

0 

CO 

t-H 

■—I  GO 

CC  (>  i 

CO  0 
C^J  C-1  CC 

'.0  'O  ^ 

^2  - 

c3  d  s 


0 

OS 
CO 


to  to 
cr.  cT. 

GO  CC' 


d      d  d  be 


d 

H-5 


crs 

CO 


be 


to 

OS 
CC 


be 
d 


to 

OS 

CO 


bfl 
d 


OS  CO 
00  ^  00 

CO  S  QO 

d  ^  -g 

1-5  O 
CC  I-H 


cr 

OS 
CO 


C( 


ci 

CI 

1—1 

Cl 

~.  ICC 

00  0. 

CO  CO 
1— 1  ^ 

CO 
CO 

1—1 

.  1892 

.  1890 

1892 

18  Apr 
14  Feb, 

1 

rs 

CI 

11  Sept 

21  Apr. 

Cl 


CO 


CC  OS  o 


Ci 


32 


P 

o 
o 

PQ 


O 

o 
W 

Q 

w 

o 


o  fa 


as 
O 
Hi 

04 


•Si 

>->  >  jj 

•2  $  & 


a  5 


r 

S  ®  •'■ 

a  s 

+=  o 

Cl  no 

^  2  s 

f  p  O 

-I  >  « 

^,  O 


o 


c3 


f1 


c 


o 


> 


o 

p 


to 

00 


to 


00 


Pi  ^ 

£  o 
o 

a; 

a>  - 

<B  a; 

S  o 


0) 
1=1 

+^ 

o 
o 

o 
o3 


<D 


.9 

"o 


03 

O 

o 

03  !h 


.9 

'o 

73 


03 


^« 

O  rJ2 

^  to 

o  ." 

rd  CC 


-t;    CD  05 

■S  2  3 
^  ^  — I 

C  03  5 
<E  *i 


:2  « 


$  <p  d  — ■ 


73  fH  1=1 
S-I  ^ 

.in 

^  o  _ 

CD  ^  ®  S 

^  I  i  ^  ^ 
PW 


02 


CO 

CB  CD 
■  iH 


*^         tli   CD  '-f 

rd  r/2  o      o  f- 

- -2  ^     ^  g 


be  73 

O  03 
03  c 

Of!  O 


cfl  73 


9 


,  CO  ^ 
f-l    O  I — I 

of  ^ 


t>  O 

03  u 


.9  §^ 

CS 


■B  0; 

f-i  m  an 

<E  a; 

O 


i=l 

o 

CQ 
03 

--;  C3  73 
"S 

''^  73  S 

9 

CU  .5  -d 


IS 
J2 


O 

03 


05 


— .   05  ^-^ 


—  I— I  o 


05 
05 


^P^ 


o 


05  +j 
3    ^  ^ 

«  be  to  ^ 
S3  c  n  0) 

pp 


o 

C5 
03 


o 


C5 
03 
=H 


cS 
02 


o 
o3 


03 
CO 


o  o 

o  o 
03 

q-i  =4-1 

02  tc 

•  f-(  T— ( 

03  cS 

as  CO 


03 
02 


73 

03 
W 


o 

O  =<-i 
i  ^ 

=4-1 

CO   C3  -T-i 

v9 

CO  P 


o 


CO  C 

eg 


02  j 

03  -J^ 

?    §  ^ 

'T-l    02  03 

t-j  .r^  03 

'cS  1^  ^ 

02'  P 


o  o 

o  o 
cS  03 

02  02 

03  03 

CO  03 


05  ■  "  05 

i=l  a5g 

^  o 


a; 
cc 


to 


00 

(M 


CO 
CJi 
CO 


to 

OS 
JO 


CO 

00 


to  to 

GO  ao 


to 

GO 


to 

Oi 
cc 


to 


02 


05 
02 


P^ 

05  05 
02  02 

>— I  CM 


Ph 
05 
02 

Oi 


> 

o 

CM 


t~  t~ 

<y>  CTS  Ci 
OOCO)°2 
rH  ,H  >-< 

P  ^'  rP 

.03  %  05 
Oi'^  r-i 


00 


,0! 

05 

(M 


£r 

GO  00 

r-l  tH  CO 


05  05 
^  ^  1^ 


OS  OS 
JO  GO 
>— I  iH 

J3  pi 


an 


00  00 
(M  CM 


00 


b£ 
OS 


to 

C7i 

CO 


Ph 

05 
02 


to 

CO 


to 


CM  <M 
C»0  CO 


05  S 
CM  CM 


05 


(71 
GO 
00 


05 
P 


Oi  OOoi 

^doooo 
I  "  1— I 
_^  -t^  >i 

O  03  pi 
^  02  f-5 

,— I  CM 


CM 

OC' 


Ph 

05 
03 


to  2.'  ^ 
cr.  S  <^ 

T-H  >— I 


to  >o 

CO'  00 


(M 
IM 


CO 
CM 


CM 


10 


to 

CM  <M 


CO 
(M 


O  T— I  (M 

ccj  CC  fo 


CO 
CO 


'tH  »0  to 
CO  JO  CO 


CO 

CO  c<5 


33 


<K  o  o  . 
o  c«  c« 

+^  ^  ^  - 

i-H  CI  <M 

!m    |i<    In  -5 

a>  D  O 
-s::  ^  ^  ^ 


— I  u 


-2 


(D  ^ 


^;  ^ 
-fl  o  ' — '  r-i.' — ' 


a  a  c 


0^  .F-H  r^* 


^  m 


r-i  ^ 

01  ^ 


OJ         Oj  ' 

& 

r*  1^ 

be  &JD  bfj  iii 


Oj  1) 


'-^  =1 

^  S  ^  « 

3  be  g 

CD   S  CD 


000^ 


be  S  £>C 

.s  ^  .s 

O    rH    O   "  '  O 


F-  F- 

be  be 

a  a 
'  o  'o 

pp 


^         r/2    r*^  r/;    t*^  r^-  P*^ 


U    U    U  -r- 

o  o  o  ■  ■ 


in 

000 


^r-^C^^C3_^^, 

q-l  C4_|  q-l    1-^1^  --l-l  H-l 

rj:.  th  m 'Ji  'T*  m  'fi  rfi 

-4->    -t.^    -JJ  -)r^  -4J    -W  -+J 

c3c3c^^cScS^c«cea3r3, 


o  o 

o  o 


& 

O 
O 


P3 


bp 


2Q 


?S1 


2Q 


—  be  bp  &  a-e  o  o 


>  > 
o  o 


"^l  1^  ^  l~-  00 
IM  -H 


CI 


cc  5S 


P  S  0  CP  a>  o  Q  ^  ^  ^  ^Ji^ 


TC  00     ctj  ii?  Ci  2;  22  S  00 

-H.-l'-l— '^^'-l^^'-l 
C   U   >^       C  -<;i   be  C 

O  <ti -ij     g         ^  g  <i 

>— •  (M  cv<  (M       (M  c\i  I?]  ^ 


CO 


o 


00 


(Ti  O     I  C-l  iC       1^  QO 

CO  ^t' 


CT5  O 


6483 


34 


THE    HOLBORN    SCHOOLS.  MITCHAM. 


Report  uroN  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  o£  480  children,  viz. 

237  Boys. 
139  Girls. 
104  Infants. 


480 


Full 

Timers 


Industrial  The  Infants'  Block  of  this  School  is  one  of  its  happiest  features.    They  are  kept 

training  of  there  up  to  nine  and  sometimes  ten  years  of  age,  under  the  care  of  a  Nurse,  who  is 
Infants.      assisted  by  four  attendants,  and  who,  in  addition  to  the  care  of  the  little  ones,  trains  six 
"elder  girls  as  Nurserymaids. 

The  elder  Infants  help  to  dress  the  little  ones.  They  assist  the  Nurse  to  fold  the 
sheets,  to  give  out  the  weekly  linen,  and  they  clean  their  own  boots  when  old  enough. 

Industrial  The  day's  routine  for  the  girls  attending  school  full  time  is  as  follows  : — At  6  a.m. 

training  of  they  rise,  dress,  and  go  downstairs  to  the  lavatories  to  wash.  They  then  return  to  the 
dormitories  to  strip  and  shake  their  beds,  and  they  till  up  the  remaining  time  in  little 
ways  till  breakfast  at  8  a.m.  After  breakfast  the  girls  make  their  own  beds  and  clean 
their  own  boots,  and  they  are  occupied  in  helping  the  attendants  to  clean  fireplaces,  lay 
fires,  sweep,  and  dust  till  8.15,  when  they  get  ready  for  school  and  jDlay  in  the  playground 
till  the  bell  rings  at  nine  o'clock. 

After  school  there  is  no  more  Industrial  work  to  be  done  till  tea  is  over  at  5.30, 
when  the  elder  girls  are  sometimes  employed  for  half-an-hour  in  mending  and  darning, 
but  the  Matron  always  arranges  that  all  may  be  free  for  play  after  5.30  on  three  nights  of 
the  week. 

Industrial  There  were  on  the  day  of  my  visit  seven  Half- Timers.    The  Matron  does  not 

training  of  emphasize  an  Industrial  programme  for  them  ;  she  simply  aims  at  teaching  each  of  these 
Half-         girls  the  following  elements  of  housework  : — How  to  make  a  bed,  to  clean  boots,  to  keep 
Timers.       jjg^ij.  and  tooth-brush  clean,  to  clean  a  grate,  to  sweep  a  room,  to  clean  metal  and  brasses, 
and  to  be  generally  obedient  and  helpful. 


Industrial 


The 


girls 


are,  as  a  rule,  exempt  from  school  at  fourteen  years  of 


age, 


and  the 


training  of  Managers  arrange  that  they  shall  now  have  one  year  of  Industrial  Training, 
girls 

exempt  The  kitchen  is  large,  bright,  and  airy.    Adjacent  to  it  are  scullery,  pantry,  meat  and 

from  ordinary  larders,  and  dairy.    With  these  offices  so  conveniently  placed  a  good  elementary 

school.        training  in  Cookery  is  rendered  possible. 

On  the  day  of  my  last  visit  the  Cook  had  just  succeeded  one  who  had  done  excellent 
service  for  four  years.  It  has  so  far  been  the  custom  for  the  cook  to  call  the  girls 
round  her  to  show  them  how  the  particular  dish  should  be  cooked.  The  next  time  she 
had  to  make  the  same  dish  she  would  call  them  again,  and  before  beginning  would 
question  them  one  by  one  as  to  how  it  should  be  done,  sometimes  handing  it  all  over  to 
one  intelligent  girl  to  do. 

I  have  observed  that  these  girls  are  well  taught  how  to  clean  the  kitchener  and  its 
fines,  the  saucepans,  coppers,  taps,  knives  and  forks,  metal  articles,  crockery,  and  glass. 
They  also  scour  the  stone  flags  of  the  kitchen  and  its  ofiices.  They  are  taught  simple 
dairy  work,  such  as  the  management  of  niilk  and  cream,  the  cleansing  of  dairy  utensils, 
and  the  scalding  of  milk  in  summer  time.  The  kitchen  training  includes  the  laying  and 
preparhig  of  the  children's  meals,  and  also  those  in  the  officers'  mess  room. 

There  are  no  definite  Cooking  classes  in  this  school,  but  the  practical  daily  training 
renders  these  almost  unnecessary.  The  preparation  and  cooking  of  vegetables  is  carefully 
dealt  with. 
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The  Matron  endeavours  to  have  each  girl  under  her  own  servant  in  her  private 
rooms  before  going  to  service,  and  to  give  her  some  experience  under  the  Nurse  in  charge 
of  the  Nursery  and  Infirmary. 

On  being  cliosen  for  service  each  girl  goes  to  the  Needleroom  to  help  to  cut  out  and 
make  her  own  outfit. 

There  has  up  to  the  present  date  been  no  Laundry  attached  to  the  school,  and  so  it 
has  unfortunately  not  been  possible  to  give  this  part  of  Industrial  Traming,  but  the  new 
laundry  is  aj)proaching  completion,  and  attached  to  it  is  a  small  wash  house  and  ironing 
room,  where,  with  ordinary  hand  utensils,  each  girl  will,  I  hope,  receive  an  adequate 
training  in  future. 
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ST.  MARY'S  SCHOOLS.  ISLINGTON. 

Rei^okt  upon  the  Industrial  Training  tor  Girls. 

This  school  is  certified  for  the  reception  of  449  children,  viz.  : — 

r  Boys. 
449Mirls. 
( Infants. 

The  structure  of  this  school  is  ver}'  deficient,  not  one  department  being  equal  to  its 
uses,  and  consequently  the  industrial  training  is  correspondingly  unsatisfactory. 

As  soon  as  the  little  ones  of  three  years  old  are  admitted  to  the  school  they  are  ' 
taught  to  fold  their  clothes  neatly  each  evening,  and  to  put  them  in  the  bed  basket. 
At  eight  years  of  age  the  child  of  ordinary  capacity  is  taught  to  make  her  own  bed, 
being  helped  to  do  so  by  an  elder  girl.  Little  in  the  way  of  domestic  work  is  given  to 
a  girl  until  she  has  passed  her  twelfth  birthday,  and  fi*om  that  day  till  she  is  exempt 
from  school  she  is  very  simply  occupied  with  housework. 

Before  breakfast  the  girls  make  their  beds  and  begin  dormitory  work.  After 
breakfast,  which  is  over  by  8  o'clock,  those  whom  the  Matron  considers  strong  enough 
scrub  the  dormitories  for  an  hour  before  going  to  school.  I  enquired  very  carefully  of 
the  Schoolmistress  whether  she  ever  observes  that  this  work  takes  the  freshness  from  the 
girls  and  sends  them  to  school  tired  ;  she  replied  that  she  believes  they  are  the  fresher 
for  the  exercise  so  obtained  and  that  they  appear  generally  to  enter  into  it,  and  to 
like  it. 

The  domestic  training  for  girls  attending  school  full  time  is  very  slight  in  this  school. 
The  Matron  has  had  many  years  of  experience  in  educational  work,  and  she  believes 
in  withholding  it  until  the  girl  is  exempt  from  school.  There  are  no  Half-timers. 
The  elder  ones  are  employed  in  light  general  housework  and  in  helping  to  fold  in  the 
laundry. 

When  a  girl,  at  fourteen  years  of  age,  ceases  to  attend  school,  she  receives  a  training  Industrial 
covering  a  year  under  the  Matron's  personal  supervision.    First  of  all,  for  two  months  training  of 
she  works  in  the  dining  hall  or  servants'  hall  under  the  superintendence  of  an  attendant  ^^^^^ 
who  is  practically  an  industrial  trainer.    She  then  passes  to  the  kitchen  of  the  school,  from 
where  she  remains  for  some  time,  and  here  she  is  taught  by  the  cook  according  to  her  school, 
capacity.    She  helps  to  prepare  the  officers'  meals  and  cooks  at  an  ordmary  kitchener. 
(I  had  some  conversation  with  the  cook,  who  appeared  to  me  to  realize  thoroughly  the 
importance  of  teaching  the  girls  as  much  as  possible.)    I  found  two  gii'ls  in  the  scullery 
being  instructed  by  the  scullery  attendant  in  the  peeling  of  potatoes. 

At  the  end  of  six  months  the  girl  goes  to  work  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  the 
Matron's  private  rooms,  where  she  works  under  an  industrial  trainer  and  is  taught 
house-parlourmaid's  work,  especial  attention  being  given  to  laying  meals,  waiting  at 
table,  cleaning  plate,  and  repairing  bed  and  table  linen. 

The  utensils  used  are  exactly  those  used  in  private  service,  and  the  Matron's  private 
kitchen,  measuring  12  ft.  by  15  ft.,  was  under  the  care  of  one  of  these  elder  girls  alone. 
The  plated  articles  on  the  dresser  and  chimney-piece  were  well  cleaned,  and  all  appeared 
to  be  kept  in  good  order  by  her.  I  had  some  conversation  with  Eliza  Hilling,  the  girl 
in  question,  who  told  me  all  that  she  had  done  in  the  way  of  work  on  the  day  before  my 
visit  ;  she  also  showed  me  part  of  her  outht  which  she  was  making.  She  was  a  bright 
looking  girl  of  fifteen,  going  the  next  week  to  a  situation  in  a  Barrister's  family,  in 
which  family  girls  from  this  school  have  been  servants  for  the  past  ten  years. 

During  the  whole  of  the  year's  training,  the  girls  spend  one  and  sometimes  two 
•days  a  week  in  the  laundry,  washing  by  hand,  starching  and  ironing  collars  and 
■dresses.  '  .  .■■ 

Each  girl,  before  leaving,  has  cut  out  and  made  by  hand  part  of  her  own  outfit. 
The  i/'irls  choose  their  oAvn  materials  from  the  Matron's  stores,  and  arranire  the  trinunin<rs 
for  their  hats. 

Girls  over  fourteen  years  old  are  allowed  to  go  out  one  afternoon  or  e\'ening  a  week, 
and  to  buy  any  little  things  required  for  themselves  or  others.  They  take  their  OAvn 
:savings  to  the  Post  Office  Savino-s  Bank. 
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VIZ. 


LAMBETH   SCHOOLS.     WEST  NORWOOD. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 
This  School  is  one  of  the  Block  system,  certified  for  the  reception  of  576  children, 

Girls. 

Each  house  accommodates  72  children,  who  are  in  charge  of  an  attendant.  The  ages 
of  the  children  in  each  house  vary  from  eight  to  fourteen  years  of  age.  There  are  no 
Infants  in  this  School. 

The  "  Rising  Bell "  rings  at  5.45  in  summer,  and  at  6.80  in  winter.    Breakfast  being 
at  7.30  all  the  year  round. 

These  girls  rise,  strip  their  beds,  wash,  dress,  make  their  beds,  and  employ  any  time  Industrial 
remaining  before  breakfast  in  light  household  work,  such  as  brass  polishing,  picking  the  training  of 
mats,  dusting,  &c.  Timers, 

Breakfast  is  over  by  8  a.m.,  and  the  half  hour  remaining  before  getting  ready  for 
school  is  occupied  in  cleaning  boots  and  play. 

At  4.30,  school  being  over,  it  is  the  custom  for  these  children  to  be  bathed  or 
thoroughly  washed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent.  In  answer  to  my 
enquiries,  I  was  informed  that  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  Attendant 
in  charge  of  the  Block  is  too  busy  to  give  her  attention  to  it  when  the  girls  get  up 
in  the  morning.  They  then  go  to  |)lay  till  bedtime,  except  when  they  are  employed 
by  the  Attendant  in  doing  the  necessary  mending  and  darning  for  the  Block,  in 
which  work  they  excel,  the  darning  of  the  stockings  being  some  of  the  best  I  have 
seen. 

After  eleven  years  of  age,  girls  are  allowed  to  help  to  scrub  the  floors. 

The  Managers  of  this  School  are  exceedingly  careful  that  the  children  should  have 
good  school  education  and  plenty  of  play.  Girls  of  eleven  years  of  age  for  instance  are 
not  allowed  to  leave  the  schoolroom,  even  if  they  have  passed  Standard  IV. 

Half-Timers,  of  whom  there  are  very  few,  attend  school  one  morning,  doing  Industrial  Industrial 

work  in  the  afternoon.     The  next  day  they  do  Industrial  work  in  the  morning,  and  training  of 

school  in  the  afternoon.    They  receive  trainino^  in  lis^ht  household  duties  durino'  this  S".^^^' 

.  J  o  o  o  Timers, 

period. 

On  reaching  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  girl  leaves  the  schoolroom  and  begins  her  Industrial 
definite  training  for  service.    She  is  taken  into  the  Administrative  Block,  where  are  the  training  of 
Superintendent's  and  the  Matron's  private  rooms,  the  (Jfficers'  Dining  Hall,  Kitchen  and  ^^^^^  , 
Offices,  the  Stores  Rooms,  Needleroom,  Laundry,  Committee  Rooms  ;  and  an  Industrial  fj-om 
Trainer  is  appointed  to  arrange  their  work  in  conference  with  the  Matron,  and  she  teaches  school, 
them  how  to  do  it.    This  period  of  training  lasts  from  three  to  six  months  and  even 
longer,  if  the  Matron  finds  the  girl  backward  or  not  sufficiently  reliable  for  service. 

There  were  on  the  day  of  my  visit  twelve  girls  who  had  left  the  schoolroom,  and 
whose  work  was  as  follows  : — 

On  rising  they  wash,  dress,  make  the  beds  and  go — 

I.  To  work  in  the  general  kitchen  under  the  Cook,  Avhere  they  are  taught  pan 

cleaning,  washing  up  and  sink  management,  scouring  floors,  ])reparing 
vegetables  and  joints  for  cooking,  how  to  make  pastry  and  simple 
puddings,  or 

II.  To  the  Officers'  kitchen.    The  Industrial  Trainers  teach  them  how  to  keep 

the  kitchener  clean  and  its  flues  in  order.    They  lay  the  Officers'  meals, 
wait  at  table,  clear  away,  and  wash  up,  or 

III.  They  lay  the  children's  meals  in  the  Dining  Hall,  wait  at  table,  clear  away, 

wash  up,  sweep  the  hall,  dust  and  keep  the  table  cloths  carefully  folded,  or 
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I V.  They  attend  to  the  Officers'  bedrooms  ;  each  officer  having  a  girl  to  act  as  her 
maid,  to  brush  her  dress,  clean  her  boots,  and  make  herself  generally  useful, 
This  is  an  excellent  training  for  a  girl  as  house-parlour  maid,  and  some 
officers  take  a  great  interest  in  teaching  the  girls  to  be  useful  and  attentive. 

One  of  the  girls  has  charge  of  the  Officers'  sitting  room. 

The  Matron  takes  as  many  girls  as  possible  in  to  her  own  apartments  before 
they  go  to  service,  and  the  experience  which  they  gain  in  this  way  has 
enabled  some  of  them  to  take  situations  direct  from  the  School  as  house- 
parlour  maids. 

Every  Tuesday  from  10  to  12  and  from  2  to  4,  Miss  Parsons,  R.S.C.K.,  gives 
lessons  in  cookery,  each  class  containing  eighteen  girls  who  are  taken  from 
Standards  IV.,  Y.,  VI.  She  demonstrates  one  week,  and  the  week 
following  the  girls  repeat  from  their  notes  all  that  they  learnt  on  the 
previous  Tuesday.    She  will  shortly  include  "  baking"  in  her  lessons. 

A  Laundry  class  is  held  for  the  general  instruction  of  these  girls,  and  at  the 
time  of  my  visit  there  were  two  girls  in  the  Laundry  receiving  special 
training  as  Laundry  maids. 

An  old  girl  who  received  this  definite  Laundry  training  went  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Edinburgh,  as  Laundry  maid,  where  she  has  now  been  for  nearly 
two  years. 

The  little  ones  receive  some  laundry  training,  as  the  Matron  considers  that  an  hour's* 
folding  and  general  helping  places  a  girl  in  a  position  to  learn  the  work  of  the  laundry 
more  quickly  when  her  time  for  definite  training  comes. 

The  Needlework  in  these  Schools  is  exceptionally  good.  The  girls  are  taught  to  cut 
out  and  to  make  their  own  outfits,  and  they  knit  and  darn  well. 

These  girls  are  sent  out  to  shop  and  to  pay  for  what  they  buy,  and  as  a  reward  for 
good  conduct  they  go  out  two  and  two  for  walks.  They  are  taught  to  take  care  of  the 
little  ones,  they  help  to  wash  and  dress  them,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  children  from  a 
Block  are  often  sent  out  for  a  walk  under  the  care  of  two  elder  girls. 

Some  girls  help  the  Stores  Keeper  and  the  Needlemistress,  so  gaining  an  excellent 
experience  of  the  value  and  comparative  quality  of  things  and  learning  to  weigh  out 
household  stores. 

The  girls  bank  their  own  savings  in  the  Post  Office. 
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ST.  MARYLEBONE  SCHOOLS.  SOUTHALL. 


Report  ui'ox  thk  IxorsTiMAL  TKAiNiN(i  for  Giiils. 

This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  390  children,  viz.  :- 

14.S  Boys. 

(^irls. 
112  Infants. 

390 


The  Infants  in  this  School  are  kept  apart  from  tlie  elder  girls  in  school.    Their  school-  Industrial 

trainiug  ' 
Infants. 


room  is  a  bright  cheerful  room  and  contains  many  evidences  of  the  results  of  the  Kinder-  fJ^^iiii^^^  ^'^ 


garten  work.  I  saw  a  "  has  relief"  of  fruit  and  leaves,  modelled  in  clay  by  the  Infants, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Mistress.  Such  handiwork  nuist  have  most  important 
bearings  in  the  awakening  of  the  chil«h-en's  powers. 

They  remain  here  until  the  age  of  seven,  and  their  removal  to  the  centre  of  the 
School  is  then  only  effected  when  their  progress  and  development  justifies  it  ;  they  are 
sometimes  kept  back  till  eight  years  of  age.  I  observed  many  signs  which  assured  me 
that  they  are  encouraged  to  be  busy  and  useful  in  httle  ways. 

At  eight  years  of  age  the  Infant  passes  into  the  body  of  the  School. 

The  bell  for  rising  is  rung  at  6  a.m.,  when  the  girls  get  up,  strip  their  beds,  dress,  Indasfrial  ^ 
make  the  beds,  go  downstairs  to  the  lavatories  to  wash,  and  then  ])lay  till  breakfast  at 
7.15,  after  breakfast  they  play  again  till  8.4.5,  when  they  prepare  for  school.    Some  of  timers 
these  girls  help  in  the  dormitories  from  (>.30  till  7.15  ;  others  spend  from  6  to  7  in  the 
Needleroom,  darning  and  patching  and  helping  to  mend. 

The  children  who  are  over  eleven  and  yet  Full-Timers,  spend  the  three  hours 
allotted  by  the  Education  Order  for  work,  in  one  of  the  following  ways  :  — 

I.  Acting  as  Xursery  Maid  in  the  Infants  Blo^k'  with  its  Up})er  and  Lower 

Nurseries,  or 

II.  In  the  jSTeedleroom. 

The  Half-Timers  attend  school  on  the  afternoon  of  one  day,  and  the  morning  of  the  industrial 
next.    They  are  employed  in  the  Kitchen,  ii:  the  Laundry,  the  Infants'  Block,  Girls'  training  of 
Dormitories,  and  Needleroom.    On  the  day  of  my  visit,  I  saw  some  at  work  in  the  Half- 
Dormit  )ries  helping  the  attendants  to  get  out  and  put  away  clothes  and  linen,  and  being  "^i™*^*'^- 
generally  useful  to  them  ;  some,  too.  I  saw  in  the  Laundry,  Avhere  they  were  working 
with  the  same  kind  of  utensils  as  they  would  use  in  ordinary  service.    In  the  Needleroom, 
I  found  girls  working,  and  examined  the  needlework,  which  was  satisfactory. 

The  special  feature  of  the  Industrial  Training  in  this  School  is  Avenue  Lodge,  a  Industrial 
detached  villa  residence,  within  the  grounds,  to  which  the  ffirls  as  thev  leave  the  School-  training  of 
room  are  transferred.    This  house  is  nnder  the  superintendence  of  the  Matron,  and  one  is  exempt 
pleased  to  find  that  the  girl  is  intended  to  receive  there  a  training  i]i  all  things  domestic,  tVom 
covering  from  three  to  six  months,  before  going  to  service.    Avenue  Lodge  in  all  ways  school  at 
resembles  a  private  household.    On  the  day  of  my  visit  I  found  at  the  head  of  it  a  ^^^enue 
"  Housekeeper  Matron"  who,  in  the  early  part  of  the  afternoon,  was  sitting  in  the  back  ^^S^- 
parlour  at  work  Avith  some  of  the  girls  round  her.    She  was  helping  them  to  cut  out  and 
to  make  their  outfits. 

Two  of  the  resident  officers  live  here  (the  Head  School-mistress  and  the  Needle- 
mistress)  Avho,  with  seven  non-resident  officers,  dine  here  daily,  so  there  is  plenty  of 
opportunit}^  for  the  practice  of  cookery.  Once  a  fortnight  the  School  Managers  lunch  at 
the  Lodge,  on  which  day  the  girls  in  training  assist  the  Housekeeper  to  cook  the  luncheon. 

The  girls'  bedrooms  are  furnished  like  those  of  ordinary  servants. 

(1483  G 
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The  girls  in  general  training  take  it  in  turns  to  go  to  the  School  Laundry,  where 
special  hand  utensils  are  provided  for  their  use,  in  addition  to  the  machines  necessaiy  for 
the  work  of  the  School. 

I  was  especially  glad  to  tind  that  the  elder  girls  of  this  School  have  httle  gardens 
which  they  cultivate  themselves. 

In  conclusion  I  must  not  omit  to  say  that  the  Matron,  who  occupies  rooms  quite 
apart  from  the  school  premises,  though  under  the  same  roof,  takes  some  of  these  girls,  in 
turn,  into  her  nursery,  where  she  allows  them  the  sole  charge  of  her  o^-^  n  baby,  under  her 
supervision,  before  they  leave  the  school  for  service. 

The  girls  bank  their  own  savings. 
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MILE   END  SCHOOLS. 


Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  314  children,  viz.  : — 

131  Boys. 
117  Girls. 
66  Infants. 

314 

I  have  already  called  attention  in  my  general  Report  to  the  fact  that  structui'al 
defects  render  Industrial  Training  an  impossibility. 

It. is  the  Matron's  custom  to  take  the  girls  exempt  from  school  into  her  own  rooms, 
before  sending  them  out  for  service,  where  she  endeavours  to  train  them  as  servants. 
I  believe  that  she  employs  the  elder  girls,  as  far  as  she  can,  in  needlework,  general  house 
work,  kitchen,  and  nursery.  She  conducts  an  Industrial  class  in  the  evening  assisted  by 
the  Infant  Mistress,  at  which  they  are  taught  to  make  various  useful  and  ornamental 
articles  ;  but  this  is  purely  a  form  of  recreation. 
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ST.    PANCRAS   SCHOOLS.  LEAVESDEN. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  678  children,  viz.  : — 

328  Boys. 
213  Girls. 
137  Infants. 

It  possesses  many  possibilities  for  the  Industrial  Training  of  girls,  but  they  are 
debarred  from  seeing  anything  of  life  outside  the  school  area  as  there  is  no  village  near,  or 
Post  Office  where  they  may  bank  their  savings. 

I  am  told  that  the  little  ones  are  taught  to  fold  their  own  clothes,  and  to  make  their  industrial 
beds,  under  the  supervision  of  the  attendant.    They  also  clean  their  boots  and  help  with  training  of 
the  dusting.  Infants. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years,  the  children  attend  school  full  time  and  do  Industrial  work  Induatrial 
for  three  hours  at  intervals  during  the  day.  training  of 

.  .  . 

There  was  on  the  day  of  my  visit,  one  girl  working  in  the  kitchen  ;   six  were  Timers. 

employed  in  the  dining  hall,  sweeping  and  dusting,  helping  to  lay  the  taljles,  clearing 
away  and  washing  up  ;  three  were  helping  in  the  training  kitchen  ;  six  in  the  dormitories  ; 
six  were  doing  general  work  in  the  school,  such  as  brass  cleaning  ;  and  ten  were  spending 
three  hours  a  day  in  the  Needle-room. 

When  the  girl  has  reached  Standard  IV.,  or  eleven  years  of  age,  she  becomes  a  Industrial 
Half-Timer,  and  her  work  is  divided  between  kitchen,  dining  hall,  the  special  training  training  of 
kitchen,  housework,  and  needlework,  and  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  she  is  grounded  in  j?.'^^^' 
what  she  takes  up  m(^re  thoroughly  on  leaving  the  schoolroom  and  being  placed  under  the 
care  of  the  Industrial  Trainer. 

The  average  time  given  to  the  training  of  girls  who  have  left  the  schoolroom,  is  six  Industrial 
months.    On  being  received  in  the  training-room,  which  is  partly  fitted  as  a  kitchen  training  of 
and  has  two  pantries'  attached  to  it,  the  girls  work  entirely  under  the  Industrial  Trainer  ; 
they  help  to  prepare  and  to  cook  the  meals  for  the  girls  in  training.    They  also  attend  {^.(^j^ 
to  the  sitting-rooms  and  bed-rooms  of  the  various  officers,  and  lay  the  tables  for  meals,  school. 

The  Industrial  Trainer  takes  them  to  the  general  laundry  one  day  during  each  week, 
to  wash  and  dry  their  own  clothes.  These  are  afterwards  starched,  if  necessary,  and  ironed 
in  the  training-room.  A  small  laundry  is  in  course  of  construction  for  the  use  of  the 
training-room  girls  only.    , 

All  the  girls  are  taught  to  use  the  sewing  machine.  They  are  taught  to  cut  out  and 
make  their  own  outfits,  for  v^^hich  purpose  a  special  Needlemistress  is  provided. 

The  elder  girls  do  not  help  in  the  care  of  the  little  ones,  Avhich  is,  I  think,  to  be 
regretted,  but  the  Matron  feels  that  her  experience  in  this  way  has  not  been  satisfactory. 

The  Education  Order  seems  to  have  affected  this  School  considerably,  as  many  used  ! 
to  be  under  Industrial  Training,  avIio  are  now  retained  in  the  Schoolroom  ;  consequently, 
a  very  small  number  of  girls  are  available  for  training  at  one  time,  and  these  have  been 
still  further  reduced  during  the  past  year  by  the  outbreak  of  ophthalmia,  which  has  kept 
a  number  at  the  Infirmary  during  the  time  when  they  should  have  been  preparing  for 
service. 
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Average  length  of  time 
devoted  to  definite 
Industrial  training 
after  exemption  from 
school. 

No  girls  are  exempt 
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SHOREDITGH   UNION.     THE   COTTAGE  HOMES. 

HORNCHURCH. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  School  is  on  the  Cottage  Home  system,  and  is  certified  for  the  reception  of 
337  children,  viz  : — 

180  Boys. 
Girls. 
Infants. 


157 


Each  cottage  on  the  girls'  side  contains  30  girls  of  different  ages,  under  the  care  of 
the  House  Mother,  who  is  assisted  by  a  laundress,  two  days  each  week. 

The  training  of  the  girls  in  the  cottages  is  most  simple.  The  Bugle  is  sounded  at  Industrial 
6  a.m.  by  one  of  the  boys,  when  the  Mother  rises  and  goes  round  the  dormitories  to  see  training  of 
the  girls  get  up.  The  elder  ones  rise  first  and  strip  their  beds,  shake  the  mattress,  wash 
at  the  little  washstands  provided  for  each  one,  and  dress  and  go  downstairs  to  work,  one 
girl  of  fourteen  being  kept  upstairs  to  wash  and  dress  the  little  ones.  The  Hall  girl 
opens  the  front  door,  sweeps  the  hall,  washes  the  door  steps,  cleans  the  scraper  and  mat, 
and  dusts  the  hall.  The  ICitchen  girl  cleans  the  kitchen,  lights  the  fire  and  puts  the 
kettle  on  to  boil.  The  flues  of  the  kitchener  are  cleaned  once  a  week.  She  then  scours 
the  hearth,  and  cleans  the  fender  and  tire  irons.  The  Scullery  girl  cleans  the  tire  place 
and  the  copper,  cleans  and  blacks  sauce})ans,  and  dusts  the  mugs  and  plates  for  breakfast. 
The  girl  in  charge  of  the  Mother's  room,  cleans  it  in  the  ordinary  course,  and  lays  her 
breakfast.  Two  girls  make  the  beds,  sweep  the  dormitories,  dust,  and  put  all  tidy. 
Two  little  ones  sweep  and  tidy  the  yard  and  the  offices. 

The  girl  who  washes  and  dresses  the  little  ones  is  responsible  for  their  neatness  and 
for  all  buttons  and  small  daily  repairs  to  their  clothes. 

Two  girls  sweep  and  tidy  the  day  room,  while  another  one  lays  the  girls'  breakfast,  .  * 
which  is  served  at  7.30. 

Two  girls  clean  the  boots  of  the  household.  After  breakfast,  the  things  have  to  be 
cleared  and  washed  up  and  the  day  room  and  Matron's  room  put  tidy.  Any  work  is 
done  which  may  have  been  left  untinished,  and  at  9  o'clock  all  are  in  their  places  at 
school,  except  Half-Timers  (when  there  are  any),  and  girls  exempt  from  school,  who  , 
remain  to  work  through  the  day  by  the  Mother's  .side,  helping  to  cook  the  dinner  and  to 
do  all  that  she  has  to  do. 

There  were  ten  Half-Timers  on  the  day  of  my  visit.    They  go  to  school  three  Industrial 
mornings  in  the  week  and  two  afternoons.  ~  training  of 

II  3.1  f 

Twice  a  week  they  work  in  the  Cottage  Laundry,  learning  with  simjile  utensils  to  Timers, 
wash  their  own  clothes. 

During  the  dinner  hour  the  children  are  encouraged  to  be  helpful,  and  when  they 
return  to  school,  the  Mother  sits  down  to  mending  and  household  needlework,  and  the 
girls  at  home  either  work  in  the  laundry,  or  in  the  central  dressmaking  and  general 
clothes  stores  rooms. 

After  tea  at  5  p.m.,  the  children,  having  helped  to  clear  and  to  wash  up,  go  to  the 
fields  to  play,  or  in  winter  remain  in  the  day  room  till  bed  time.    On  Saturday  afternoon 
the  Mother  takes  the  children  out  for  a  walk,  when  they  spend  or  bank  their  own  money' 
and  on  Sunday  evening  she  takes  them  to  the  village  church. 

Little  in  the  way  of  more  definite  Industrial  training  is  at  present  attempted  The 
average  age  of  the  girls  when  they  are  sent  to  service  is  fourteen,  but  there  is  no  rule  and 
the  Matron  uses  discretion  in  retaining  girls  who  she  thinks  are  not  fit  for  service  at 
that  age. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  year  of  more  definite  Industrial  training  than  can  be  given  at 
the  Cottages  would  be  a  benefit  to  most  girls  on  reaching  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  they  are 
exempt  from  school,  but  there  is  no  Staff  House  here,  and  so  nothing  to  occupy  them 
beyond  the  dressmaking  and  needlework  rooms,  where  the  clothing  of  the  schools  is  made 
by  machine  and  hand. 
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THE   STRAND   SCHOOL.  EDMONTON. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  of  Girls. 
This  School  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  383  children, 

viz 

178  Boys. 
146  Girls. 
59  Infants. 

383 


The  Infants'  Block  or  Nursery  is  detached  from  the  main  block  of  the  School,  and  industrial 

they  remain  in  it  till  they  reach  the  age  of  seven  years,  when  they  are  passed  on  to  the  training  of 

Girls'  School.    Under  the  care  of  the  Nurse  and  an  Assistant,  the  Infants  are  taught  as  Infants, 
early  as  possible  to  help  in  little  ways. 

On  rising,  they  strip  their  beds,  and  after  breakfast  they  help  to  make  them,  to  hang 
nj)  the  towels  and  to  do  the  dormitories  ;  the  elder  ones  assist  the  Nuri-e  to  lay  the 
dinners  and  to  serve  them,  carrying  round  the  plates  and  helping  again  to  clear. 

The  children  are  also  taught  to  help  to  prepare  the  clean  linen  bundles  for  the  week 
and  to  take  round  the  towels,  hanging  them  up  to  their  proper  numbers. 

The  elder  ones  wash  and  dress  the  babies  of  two  and  three  years  old. 

When  the  child  passes  from  the  Nursery  to  the  Girls'  School,  she  at  once  falls  in  industrial 
with  the  more  definite  training  of  the  School  ;   she   becomes,  as  she  likes  to  feel,  a  training  of 
"  big  girl."  Full- 

.        .  ^  .        .  ^111  Timers. 

In  summer  these  girls  rise  at  5.45  and  in  wmter  at  6.45,  and  they  breakfast  at 

8  a.m.  all  the  year  round. 

On  rising,  they  strip  the  beds,  and  the  windows  are  opened  for  the  airing  of  the 
same.  Here,  as  in  the  Nursery,  there  is  a  natural  division  bet^veen  the  elder  ones  and 
the  younger  ones  ;  the  little  ones  are  helped  more  or  less  in  washing  and  dressing  by  the 
elder  girls  and  then  they  lend  a  hand  to  the  Attendants,  or  the  elder  girls  in  housework, 
till  breakfast  time. 

I  visited  this  school  on  the  Prince  of  Wales's  birthday,  which  I  found  was  being  kept 
as  a  whole  holiday. 

I  went  to  the  laundry,  where  I  was  surprised  to  find  nine  of  these  Full-Tiraers,  quite 
little  girls,  busily  employed  in  learning  to  fold  aprons.  They  had  asked  permission  to 
spend  the  holiday  afternoon  in  this  way.  The  Head  Laundress,  an  Officer  of  long 
service  in  the  Strand  School,  apparently  enjoyed  teaching  these  children  as  much  as  they 
liked  learning,  and  they  were  a  happy  little  party. 

On  proceeding  to  the  Sewing  room,  I  found  that  three  of  the  elder  girls  had  chosen 
to  spend  their  half  holiday  in  darning  socks. 

The  ordinary  work  for  the  elder  girls  of  this  class,  who  average  in  age  from  nine  to 
eleven  years,  is  to  get  up  when  called,  strip  the  beds,  wash  and  dress.  By  the  time  they 
are  dressed  the  beds  are  aired,  they  make  them  all,  and  then  occupy  themselves  with 
small  household  duties  or  go  into  the  needleroom  and  do  the  daily  mending,  sewing  on  of 
buttons  for  the  boys  and  children,  till  breakfast  time. 

The  time  between  breakfast  at  8  a.m.  and  School  at  8.45  is  similarly  employed. 

The  Half-Timers  have  fixed  "  half  time  "  work  ;  they  go  as  soon  as  dressed  in  the  Industrial 
morning  to  the  cook  and  help  her  to  prepare  the  children's  and  the  officers'  breakfast,  training  of 
After  breakfast,  they  return  to  the  kitchen  till  school  time,  spend  the  morning  in  school  ^im^Jrs 
and  return  to  the  kitchen  directly  after  dinner,  where  they  help  to  clear  and  tidy,  to  ])olish 
brasses,  to  clean  pewter,  silver  and  glass,  and  finish  up  about  4  p.m.,  when  they  have  a 
short  interval  for  play,  returning  to  get  the  various  teas  ready.    After  tea,  they  return  to 
the  kitchen  to  help  to  prepare  food  for  the  next  day. 

Some  of  these  "  Half-timers "  help  the  housemaids,  some  are  placed  under  the 
Matron's  maid.  They  take  their  full  share  in  the  housework,  and  on  Sundays  lay  the 
cloth,  prepare  and  wait  at  the  Matron's  meals  alone. 
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The  Matron  aims  at  teaching  all  the  girls  by  the  time  they  leave  the  schoolroom,  the 
the  following  dudes  : — to  sweejD  a  carpet,  do  a  grate,  clean  windows,  dust  and  finish  a 
bedroom  and  sitting  room,  wait  at  table,  as  Avell  as  all  the  elements  of  kitchen  work,  and 
one  feels  satisfied  that  all  passing  through  this  school,  have  the  opportunity  of  becoming 
thoroughly  equipped  in  the  knowledge  necessary  for  the  foundation  of  a  servant's  life. 
Industrial  When  the  girls  leave  the  schoolroom,  which  they  do  as  a  rule  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 

training  of  ^\^q  Matron  keeps  them  for  six  months  for  further  training  in  domestic  work,  and  they  are 
"  employed  in  the  kitchen,  house,  laundry  and  needlerooms,  and  attend  classes  in  cookery, 

laundry  and  dressmaking. 

In  the  kitchen,  they  do  general  kitchen  work.  They  learn  to  cook  the  officers' 
meals,  to  prepare  and  cook  fish,  plain  joints,  vegetables,  puddings,  pastry  and  sauces. 

Some  excellent  cookery  classes  are  given  by  Miss  Pars<ms,  R.S.C.S.K.,  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  School  Kitchen  training  ;  twelve  girls  attend  each  weekly  class.  Miss 
Parsons  shows  the  girls  how  to  prepare  and  roast  a  joint,  explaining  the  reasons  and 
results  of  her  methods  to  the  girls  ;  i.e.,  that  the  joint  to  be  roasted  should  at  first  be 
placed  close  to  the  fire  to  set  the  albumen  for  the  retention  of  the  juices,  and  then  moved 
further  away.  She  will  show  them  how  to  clean  the  stoves  and  to  clean  and  manage  the 
flues,  giving  reasons.  She  will  explain  that  the  best  part  of  a  potato  lies  just  below  the 
skin  and  that,  therefore,  for  other  reasons  than  economy,  it  should  be  peeled  thin.  She 
shows  them  how  to  use  cold  meat  by  little  "  made  dishes,"  how  to  make  ;-<oup,  vegetables, 
pastry,  cakes,  beef  tea  and  cookery  for  the  sick,  and  demonstrates  herself  one  Wednesday, 
the  girls  taking  notes,  making  them  repeat,  the  next  Wednesday,  all  she  has  done  the 
previous  week. 

All  girls  over  twelve  attend  a  Aveekly  class  in  the  Laundry,  from  .5  to  6,  when  the 
steam  is  turned  off.  They  work  in  batches  of  eight  or  nine.  The  laundress  is  especially 
careful  to  teach  the  washing  of  flannels,  house-cloths,  and  tea-cloths,  which  in  most 
houses  are  washed  at  home,  instead  of  being  sent  out  with  the  household  washing.  As 
the  girls  learn  how  to  do  these,  they  pass  on  to  the  washing,  folding,  starching,  and 
ironing,  for  all  of  which  branches  of  work,  prizes  are  offered. 

Dressmaking  classes  are  also  part  of  the  girl's  final  education  before  she  leaves  the 
School.  On  Monday  evenings,  from  6  to  T.'iO,  they  a^'^^  tiinght  to  cut  out  and  to  make 
all  their  "  outfit,"  underclothing  and  dresses,  and  the  use  of  the  Sewing  Machine. 

The  Matron  sends  the  girls  out  to  buy  and  pay  for  various  household  necessaries, 
:and  they  bank  their  own  savings  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank. 
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WESTMINSTER  SCHOOLS.    WANDSWORTH  COMMON. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  194  children,  viz,  : — 

62  Girls, 
92  Boys, 
40  Infants, 


194 

The  Infants  have  a  separate  day  room  and  dormitory.  They  are  in  charge  of  a 
Nurse,  who  has  one  of  the  girls  exempt  from  School  as  Nursery  maid,  and  the  assistance 
of  as  many  of  the  elder  girls  as  is  necessary. 

When  the  children  pass  into  the  body  of  the  school,  the  day's  work  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Bugle  sounds  at  6  a.m.,  when  the  girls  rise,  strip  their  beds,  open  their  windows 
and  dress  ;  as  soon  as  they  are  dressed,  they  make  their  beds  and  then  go  downstairs  to 
wash.  No  girls  under  11  years  of  age  who  are  attending  school  full  time  do  any  domestic 
work  before  breakfast.  The  Needlemistress  superintends  them  in  the  dormitories  and 
also  the  lavatories,  till  breakfast,  which  takes  place  at  7.15. 

After  breakfast,  the  school  girls  go  up  to  finish  the  dormitories  under  the  supervision 
of  the  girls'  attendant,  and  they  also  do  the  lavatories  and  adjoining  offices,  and  the  needle- 
room.  At  8.20  the  Bugle  sounds  for  preparation  for  school,  when  they  prepare  them- 
selves and  start  under  the  superintendence  of  an  attendant  at  8,30,  the  Board  schools 
which  they  attend  being  a  mile  distant.  After  school  these  girls  sometimes  help  a  little 
in  the  needleroom  till  6„30,  but  only  very  occasionally. 

The  Half- Timers  stay  at  home  from  school  two  afternoons  in  the  week  to  help  with 
the  needlework  and  mending,  but  as  all  the  new  clothing  is  made  in  the  Westminster 
Workhouse,  there  is  often  nothing  to  be  done. 

There  were  no  Half- Timers  on  the  day  of  my  visit. 

Industrial  I  found  six  girls  exempt  from  school,  undergoing  the  final  domestic  training,  which 

training  of  lasts  some  nine  months, 

exempt  Two  of  these  girls  were  employed  in  the  Needleroom,  helping  the  Attendant  to  mend, 

from  and  also  helping  to  make  their  outfit  dresses.    Two  were  employed  in  the  kitchen,  one  of 

school,        -whom  was  sweeping  the  adjoining  Officers'  Mess  room  preparatory  to  lajiing  their  dinner, 

while  the  other  was  scouring  the  stone  passage.    One  was  acting  as  Nursery  maid  in  the 

nursery,  :)nd  one  as  assistant  housemaid. 

The  Matron  keeps  each  girl  in  the  kitchen  for  three  months  of  the  final  period  of 
training.  I  questioned  the  cook,  who  told  me  that  the  kitchen  girls  help  her  with  the 
cooking,  and  that  they  are  allowed  opportunities  of  cooking  puddings  and  easy  recipes 
entirely  alone. 

Three  months  out  of  the  nine  are  spent  in  the  laundry,  where  they  learn  to  wash,  fold, 
mangle,  starch  and  iron,  and  three  months  in  the  Matron's  apartments,  where  she 
personally  superintends  the  girl  in  training. 

The  girls  learn  cookery  at  the  Board  school  which  they  attend,  and  I  saw  a  receipted 
bill,  representing  a  beefsteak  pie,  fruit  tart,  meat  patties,  two  loaves,  six  cakes,  actually 
made  by  them  and  bought  from  the  Cooking  school  by  the  Superintendent,  They  also 
attend  Laundry  classes  at  the  Board  school. 

The  girls  do  not  go  out  alone,  as  they  have  many  acquaintances  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  the  Superintendent  told  me  that  they  do  not  bank  their  own  money,  as  they  have 
very  little  at  their  disposal. 
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WEST   HAM  SCHOOL. 


Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  School  is  on  the  Block  system,  and  certified  for  the  reception  of  228  children, 
viz,  : — 

100  Boys. 
84  Girls. 
44  Infants. 


228 

The  School  is  overcrowded,  while  premises  and  administration  combine  to  make  it 
unsuitable  for  industrial  training. 

The  bugle  sounds  at  5.45  in  summer,  and  at  6.45  in  winter,  when  the  girls  get  up. 
There  were  on  the  day  of  my  visit  59  girls  going  to  school  full  time,  and  these  girls  dc 
one  hour  of  industrial  work  each  day,  which  is  occupied  in  bed-making,  boot-cleaning, 
and  general  housework. 

Cookery  classes  are  held  once  each  week  L>r  girls  over  ten  years  of  age. 

The  girls  do  not  help  to  make  their  own  outfits. 

The  girls  in  this  School  are  sent  to  service  almost  immediately  after  they  are  exempt 
from  school,  and  so  miss  the  a<lvantage  of  the  final  training,  which  one  feels  is  most 
important  for  their  ultimate  success  as  servants,  although  the  Matron  takes  them  whenever 
possible  for  a  short  time  into  her  own  house,  and  does  her  best,  I  feel  sure,  to  give  them 
some  little  insight  into  domestic  work. 

The  fact  that  they  miss  the  final  period  of  industrial  training  is  deplorable,  especially 
in  comparison  with  the  advantages  given  to  the  girls  of  other  schools. 
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THE   CENTRAL   LONDON   DISTRICT  SCHOOLS. 

HANWELL. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  School  is  between  the  Associated  School  and  the  Block  system,  and  is  certified 
for  the  reception  of  746  children,  viz  : — 

300  Boys. 
243  Girls. 
143  Infants. 

746 

Each  block  contains  TOO  children,  in  charge  o£  a  Head  Attendant  and  two  Assistants.. 
The  children  have  their  meals  in  a  comniDn  dining-hall,  and  so  come  together  daily  under 
the  iiupervdsion  of  the  Superintendent  and  Matron. 

Here  I  find  the  education  of  the  scliool-room  receiving  the  principal  attention. 
Everything  gives  way  to  it,  and  the  school  needlework  is  particularly  satisfactf)ry,  not 
only  in  the  quality  of  the  work  done,  but  in  the  varieties  taugl>t. 

There  are  no  Half -Timers,  and  little  industrial  w(n-k  is  taught  before  the  girl  leaves 
the  school -room. 

The  little  ones  learn  as  early  as  possil)le  to  strip  the  l:)eds,  and  to  make  them,  and  to  industrial 
hang  up  their  own  clothes  on  going  to  bed.    They  help  in  little  ways  of  housework,  such  training  of 
as  polishing  floors  ;  after  breakfast  they  clean  their  boots,  and  a  few  of  them,  who  are  Infants, 
quick  aiid  handy,  help  the  elder  ones  to  finish  the  dormitories. 

The  elder  ones  of  this  class  rise  at  6  a.m.,  dress,  wash,  make  the  beds,  and  occupy  industrial 
the  time  remaining  before  breakfast  in  acting  as  "  helpers  "  about  the  school,  the  stronger  training  of 
ones  assistina;  with  the  scrubbinc^  of  bath-rooms  and  corridors.    After  breakfast  they 
clean  the  boots,  finish  any  work  remaining  to  be  done,  take  baskets  of  clothes  to  the 
laundry,  and  at  8.30  the  bugle  sounds  for  school. 

On  leaving  the  school-room  at  12  p.m.,  some  of  the  elder  ones  go  to  the  dining-hall 
to  help  in  laying  the  tables.  It  is  the  custom  in  this  School  to  keep  the  things  required 
■for  each  table  in.  the  hall,  i.e.,  cloths,  knives  and  forks,  cups  and  saucers,  plates,  etc.,  in  a 
euplioard  attached  to  each  table  of  which  the  girl  has  charge,  and  the  girls  who  are  called 
"  helpers  "  have  Lheir  dinner  before  the  general  meal,  so  that  they  may  then  be  ready  to 
devote  all  their  time  to  waiting.    These  girls  also  help  to  clear  away  and  to  wash  up. 

_  Some  of  the  elder  girls  of  this  class  help  with  the  little  ones  in  the  Infants'  block, 
getting  them  ready  for  meals  and  school,  and  helping  to  batlie  them  at  four  o'clock,  four 
days  iii  the  week. 

Th  ere  are  needlework  and  dressmaking  classes  for  the  girls  in  Standards  IV  V 
TvL,  from  2  to  4  p.m.,  and  they  have  to  cut  out  and  make  their  un.k'ndothino-  '  '' 

The  gids  who  have  left  the  school-room  do  not,  as  a  rule,  have  more  than  six  t  i    +  •  i 
months'  traimno-  in  industrial  work.  maustnal 

training  of 

_       There  were  on  the  day  of  my  visit  twenty  of  these  girls.    Six  of  them  are  taken  eiemnt 
mto  the  Matron  s  apartments,  where  they  learn  house  work  under  an  upper  servant  from 
pantry  work,  and  waiting  at  table  under  the  Matron's  waiting  maid,  nursery  work  s^^iool. 
under  the  N^rse  in  charge  of  the  Matron's  little  child,  taking  it  out      times  in  the 
perambulator,  alone.    They  are  also  taught  the  mending  and  keeping  of  the  household 
linen. 

Twice  in  each  week  they  go  to  the  J.aundry,  where  the  Laundry  Superintendent 
devotes  herself  entirely  for  one  hour,  from  4  to  5  p.m.,  to  teaching  them  to  wash,  to  fold 
and  starch  and  iron  their  own  things,  using  only  the  most  simple  utensils. 
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They  have  two  sewing  classes  every  week  for  advanced  needlework  and  dressmaking, 
and  they  attend  night  school  twice  also. 

The  general  kitchen  of  these  schools  is  worked  entirely  by  male  cooks,  so  the  training 
given  to  the  girls  is  in  the  officers'  kitchen,  where  a  female  cook  and  two  kitchen  maids 
cook  for  seventy  officers,  and  in  the  infirmary  kitchen,  where  a  cook  teaches  them  how  to 
do  all  that  is  prepared  for  the  sick  children. 

Every  Thursday,  Miss  Parsons,  R.S.C.S.K.,  gives  cookery  lectures  in  the  infirmary 
kitchen. 

Other  girls  of  this  class  are  employed  as  servants  in  the  cottages  occupied  by  female 
officers,  where  they  are  taught  to  act  as  general  servants.  I  saw  one  of  these  cottages 
looking  particularly  smart  and  clean.  Some  are  occupied  in  the  Infants'  block,  where 
they  are  trained  as  nursery  maids. 

In  addition  to  this  definite  instruction,  great  interest  is  taken  in  the  girls'  play  by 
young  ladies  from  Kensington,  who  come  over  and  play  with  them  one  day  in  each  week, 
teaching  them  macrame  lace  making,  drawing  and  painting  from  objects,  and  other 
recreations. 

Gardening  is  encouraged,  small  patches  of  ground  and  flower  boxes  in  the  play 
g  ound  being  given  to  those  girls  who  care  for  it.  I  found  thirty-six  girls  interested  in 
this  way. 

The  girls  go  out  "  on  trust."  A  dozen  are  sent  alone  to  Church  on  Sunday,  half  a 
dozen  go  out  alone  on  half  holidays,  to  spend  any  money  they  may  have,  and  those  who 
have  accounts  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  bank  their  own  money. 
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THE  SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  SCHOOLS.  SUTTON. 


Report  upon  thp:  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  School  is  on  the  Block  system,  and  is  certified  for  the  reception  of  649  girls. 

There  are  six  Blocks,  each  containing  about  a  hundred  girls,  under  the  care  of  three 
Officers,  a  House  Matron,  an  Assistant,  and  a  Laundress. 

The  ages  of  the  girls  vary  from  eight  to  fifteen,  with  some  few  Infants  among  them. 

The  daily  life  in  each  block  is  as  follows  : — 

The  general  school  bell  is  rung  at  6  a.m.,  when  the  Matron  rings  a  Block  bell  for  the 
girls  to  rise  ;  they  strip  their  beds,  shake  the  mattresses,  wash  and  dress,  and  before 
leaving  the  dormitory  each  girl  makes  her  own  bed.  Tlie  monitresses,  of  whom  there  is 
one  to  each  dormitory,  open  the  windows. 

Breakfast  takes  place  at  7.30,  and  after  breakfast  the  girls  go  to  play  till  school,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  elder  ones,  who  remain  to  help  to  clear  and  wash  up  the 
breakfast  thins^s. 

The  elder  girls  o£  this  class  share  the  following  work,  which  is  so  continually  changed  Industrial 
that  each  one  has  her  turn  in  the  dormitories,  sweeping,  polishing  floors,  cleaning  brasses,  training  of 
cleaning  windows,  placing  quilts  and  dusting.    In  the  scullery,  cleaning  of  kitchener  and  ip-^j^gj.g 
its  flues,  cleaning  and  brightening  the  copper,  cleaning  of  saucepans,  preparing  children's 
breakfast,  making  the  cocoa  or  porridge,  cleaning  knives,  &c.    In  the  kitchen,  the  cleaning 
of  the  kitchener  and  its  flues,  lighting  the  fire,  placing  the  kettle  for  boiUng,  helping  to 
cook  and  prepare  the  officers'  l:)reakfast,  which  consists  of  bacon,  fish  or  eggs  (one  girl 
will,  when  competent,  cook  this  throughout),  polishing  glass,  metal,  spoons,  forks,  &c. 
In  the  front  hall,  scrubbing,  washing  doorste])S,  cleaning  scraper  and  mats,  and  dusting. 
In  the  dining  hall,  preparing  for  breakfast,  doing  fire-place  and  lighting  the  fire  in  winter, 
sweeping,  dusting,  and  cutting  V>read  and  butter.    In  the  lavatory,  scrubbing  floors^ 
cleaning  brasses  and  putting  everything  tidy. 

Each  girl  cleans  her  own  boots. 

The  Half-Timers  go  to  school  on  alternate  days,  so  they  remain  at  home  three  Industrial 
days  a  week  to  be  taught  ordinary  house  work.    The  household  methods  and  utensils  training  of 
are  not  on  a  very  large  scale  in  these  blocks,  and  resemble  those  used  in  ordinary  ^hners 
households.     The   Officers'   bedrooms   always    afEord    practice   for   the   training  of 
housemaids. 

Girls  exempt  from  School  for  whom  work  and  accommodation  cannot  be  found  in  Industrial 
the  Administrative  Block,  are  carefully  taught  cooking,  scullery,  laundry  and  household  training  of 
work,  in  the  kitchens  of  the  Blocks,  which  are  among  the  best  appointed  1  have  seen — 
thoroughly  homelike  in  appearance,  as  in  method  of  work,  from 

When  the  girls  are  about  to  leave  for  service,  they  are  removed  from  the  Dormitories 
and  occupy  small  bedrooms,  furnished  in  the  usual  way,  with  waslistands  and  basins  and 
chests  of  drawers,  so  as  to  accustom  them  to  the  conditions  of  their  lives  as  servants. 

The  elder  ones  have  little  gardens  of  their  own,  which  they  cultivate  themselves, 
and  the  Matron  takes  much  trouble  to  teach  them  to  have  things  as  pretty  and  homelike 
as  possible.  The  centres  of  the  tables  in  the  dining  hall  have  empty  jam  or  marmalade 
pots  kept  full  of  flovk^ers,  mostly  wild  flowers  and  grasses  in  summer,  and  of  dried  leaves 
in  winter,  and  not  long  since  in  the  kitchen  of  one  of  the  Blocks  was  an  epergne  made  of 
a  marmalade  jar  and  soup  plate,  and  containiijg  an  arrangement  of  wild  clover  and  grasses 
which  would  have  graced  any  table  in  London. 

Much  has  been  said  at  times  about  the  careless  destructiveness  of  young  servants 
brought  up  in  "  Institutions,"  Here  I  found  "  breakage  books  "  are  kept,  in  which 
the  name  of  any  girl  who  breaks  an  article  is  written  and  the  things  are  counted  every 
week. 
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The  greatest  care  too  is  taken  to  teach  the  girls  the  value  of  little  things.  Every 
article  must  be  thoroughly  worn  (and,  if  clothing,  well  mended)  before  another  is  given 
to  replace  it. 

I  look  upon  the  Administrative  Block  as  the  strongest  point  in  favour  of  the 
Industrial  training  in  this  well-managed  school.  The  Matron  lives  here,  and  has  her 
own  suite  of  rooms  and  servant.  There  is  also  a  StafE  dining  hall,  four  bed-sitting  rooms 
for  the  Xeedlemistresses  and  one  of  the  teachers  ;  a  small  room  fitted  like  an  ordinary 
servant's  room  for  five  girls,  and  containing  a  movable  hip  bath  ;  needier oom  ;  stores 
rooms  for  clothing,  food  and  household  requisites. 

Although  there  is  sleeping  accommodation  for  only  five  girls  in  the  Administrative 
Block,  five  others  come  in  daily  at  Q/iO  a.m.  and  remain  till  5.30,  except  when  they 
stay  longer  by  special  permission  to  help  to  cook  and  prepare  the  Matron  and  Ofiicers' 
evening  meals. 

The  rule  so  necessary  and  so  good,  that  each  girl  on  being  exempt  from  school  shall 
have  at  least  one  year  of  definite  Industrial  training,  is  here  enforced  by  the  managers. 
It  is  never  relaxed,  and  that  training  is  carried  out  under  the  eye  of  the  Matron  in  this 
Administrative  Block,  which  is  served  by  neat-looking  little  servants,  each  of  whom, 
judging  from  the  quiet  order  which  prevails,  knows  her  work  and  does  it. 

The  opportunities  which  this  Block  atfords  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  TJ^e  Matro7i\s  Suite  of  Booms  and  Kitchen. 

On  the  day  of  my  visit,  I  requested  that  the  Matron  would  proceed  as  usual,  and  1 
was  able  to  observe  how  the  girl,  neatly  dressed  in  black,  with  cap  and  apron,  laid  the 
table  for  the  luncheon,  served  the  food,  and  waited.  A  glass  of  water  was  accidentally 
upset,  and  she  folded  a  serviette  over  the  wet  cloth  with  more  savoir  faire  than  many  an 
older  servant.  She  made,  in  my  presence,  in  the  kitchen,  the  coffee,  which  she  served  on 
a  neat  little  tray,  evidently  knowing  well,  the  exact  proportions  for  its  strength. 

2.  The  Staf  Dinimi  Hall. 

In  this  hall,  eighteen  officers  dine  each  day,  the  meal  being  laid,  prepared,  and  the 
waiting  done,  by  these  girls  ;  while  in  addition  to  the  Matron's  rooms  the  bedrooms  of  the 
three  needlemistresses  and  the  teacher  afford  opportimities  for  the  training  of  housemaids. 
Breakfast  and  suiiper  are  also  served  to  the  officers.  Special  laundry  training  is  given  in 
the  Block,  and  instruction  in  dressmaking  and  the  cutting  out  and  making  of  under- 
clothing. 

Every  Saturday  afternoon,  the  Matron,  who  has  an  excellent  practical  knowledge 
of  cookery,  holds  a  cookery  class  in  the  kitchen  for  the  sixteen  girls  next  going  to 
service. 

During  the  last  three  months,  she  has  taught  the  following  things — the  peculiarities 
of  different  kinds  of  meat,  seasons,  price,  quality,  prime  or  coarse,  &c.,  and  the  uses  to 
which  such  parts  as  oxtail,  tongues,  brains,  feet,  itc,  can  be  put.  She  has  also  shown  the 
girls  how  to  cook  each  joint,  and  how  to  use  up  the  remains  for  "  Hot  Pot "  or  "  Keeper's 
Pie."  Beyond  this,  recognizing  that  many  working  people  keep  a  pig,  and  foreseeing  that 
its  management,  after  being  killed  for  use,  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  wife,  she  taught  how  a 
pig  should  be  cut  up,  the  pickling  of  the  hams  and  bacon,  the  use  to  which  head,  ears, 
feet  and  internal  parts  could  be  put,  the  management  and  cooking  of  tripe,  and  the  dish 
(so  essentially  that  of  the  poor)  made  of  pig's  fry,  and  called  "  Savoury  Duck."  Other 
instruction  has  been  added,  pastry,  cakes,  biscuits,  and  a  special  kind  of  ginger-bread 
or  Parkin,  all  receipts  and  methods  being  chosen  as  suited  to  the  households  of  the 
working  classes. 
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SOUTH   METROPOLITAN   SCHOOLS.  WITHAM. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 
This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  200  children,  viz  :  — 

and  appears  to  be  doing  good  work. 

There  are  no  Infants,  consequently  the  first  class  we  have  to  deal  with,  are  the  girls 
attending  school  full  time,  under  eleven  years  of  age. 

Industrial  The  Morning  Bell  rings  at  5.45,  when  all  the  girls  rise  and  strip  their  beds,  open 

training  of  windows,  dress  and  go  downstairs  to  the  Lavatory  to  wash.  The  yard-mistress  takes 
Timers  charge  of  the  Lavatory,  superintends  the  girls'  washing,  and  they  appeared  to  mc  to  be 
particularly  clean.  Then,  after  cleaning  their  boots,  they  are  marshalled  by  the  school 
mistress  and  her  assistant  to  be  examined  in  cleanliness  and  tidiness  before  being  taken  to 
the  dining  hall  for  breakfast  at  6.30.  After  breakfast,  some  of  the  elder  girls,  who  are 
exempt  from  school,  go  up  with  the  girls  under  eleven  years  and  make  the  beds,  sweep 
the  dormitories,  clean  the  windows  and  dust,  under  the  supervision  of  the  dormitory 
maid.    The  younger  girls  prepare  for  school  at  8.30. 

The  dining  hall  maid  has  a  few  of  the  elder  girls,  with  younger  ones  to  hel]),  for 
clearing  the  breakfast,  washing  up,  sweeping  the  hall  and  dusting,  etc.  No  child  who  is 
not  a  Half-Timer  does  any  work  after  nine  o'clock. 

Industrial  the  day  of  my  visit,  there  were  thirty-eight  girls  Half -Timers  on  the  alternate 

training  of  day  plan.  I  found  nineteen  at  work  in  the  needleroom  making  new  clothes,  mending 
Half-  and  darning,  and  helping  with  the  dressmaking  ;  four  were  occupied  as  housemaids, 
Timers.  cleaning  and  scrubbing  ;  two  were  in  the  general  kitchen  doing  scullery  maid's  work, 
just  the  same  in  its  detail  as  would  be  given  to  a  scullery  maid  in  a  private  family, 
working  with  a  paid  scullery  maid,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  cook  ;  nine  were  in 
the  laundry  doing  ordinary  work  and  ironing  ;  one  was  in  the  Matron's  Stores  helping 
her  to  cut  out ;  one  was  in  the  bathrooms  and  lavatories,  cleaning  and  polishing  ;  and 
one  was  in  the  Infirmary. 

Industrial  There  were  thirty  girls  exempt  from  school,  each  of  whom  has  a  definite  domestic 

training  of  training  of  nine  months  before  going  to  service.  The  training  period  is  divided  into 
^^^^  three  months  in  the  kitchen,  three  ^  months  in  the  laundry,  and  three  months  in  the 

Matron's  private  service. 

school.  q£  course,  impossible  for  the  Matron  to  take  all  the  girls  into  her  private 

apartments  before  going  out,  but  she  does  so  as  equally  as  possible,  and  girls  who  cannot 
have  this  privilege  act  as  waiting  maids  to  the  assistant  Officers. 

The  three  months  in  the  general  kitchen  are  devoted  to  kitchenmaid's  work.  At 
the  time  of  my  visit  to  the  kitchen,  3  p.m.,  I  found  the  tea  laid  for  the  servants  just  as 
nicely  as  in  an  ordinary  household  ;  it  is  well  known  that  this  forms  one  of  the  kitchen- 
maid's  ordinary  duties. 

No  cooking  classes  are  held,  but  as  the  girls  progress  and  become  capable,  they  do 
the  actual  cooking  under  the  cook's  supervision. 

The  laundry  training  appeared  to  me  to  be  satisfactory,  and  I  saw  some  good  ironing 
being  done  by  the  girls. 

The  o-irl's  Hfe  in  the  Matron's  private  apartments  is  a  fac-simile  of  a  general  servant's 
life  in  a  small  household,  the  Matron's  servant  delegating  to  the  girl  as  much  as  possible. 

The  Matron  of  this  school  prefers  to  send  her  girls  out  as  general  servants  where  no 
other  servant  is  kept.  Her  argument  is  this,  that  such  a  situation,  provided  it  is  well 
chosen,  is  the  safest,  as  one  can,  as  a  rule,  depend  upon  the  mistress's  influence,  but 
not  upon  that  of  another  servant.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  other  Matrons  making 
a  rule  that  no  girl  shall  be  sent  where  no  other  servant  is  kept. 

The  girls  of  this  school  go  out  shopping  in  Witham,  and  bank  their  own  savings. 
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THE  NORTH  SURREY  SCHOOLS.  ANERLEY. 

Report  upon  thp:  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  is  a  school  on  the  Associated  System,  certified  for  the  reception  of  900  children, 
viz.  : — 

448  Boys. 
2.S2  Girls. 
170  Infants. 

900 

The  principle  of  training  here  is  to  let  the  school  ]3eriod  of  the  child's  life  pass  on 
quietly,  with  plenty  of  freedom  and  practicall}'  no  Industrial  training,  till  the  age  of 
eleven  years,  when  each  girl  leorns  to  make  beds,  to  clean  boots,  and  to  help  in  the 
hghter  parts  of  housework. 

When  a  girl  reaches  the  age  of  thirteen  she  becomes  a  Half-Timer  and  is  placed  in  Industrial 
what  is  called  the  Junior  Training  Class.    There  were,  on  the  day  of  my  visit,  sixteen  training  of 
girls  in  this  class.    They  are  under  the  care  of  a  training  mistress,  wIk^  has  held  the  post  Thners 
for  eleven  years,  and  who  was  originally  a  first  rate  house-parlourmaid  ;  she  consequently 
understands  and  teaches  the  best  methods  for  housemaids'  work. 

The  girls  in  this  class  act  as  waiting  maids  to  the  oflScers,  attending  to  their 
bedrooms,  sitting  rooms  and  Mess  room.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  I  was  able  to  see  the 
dinner  table  laid — the  knives  were  thoroughly  cleaned,  the  glass  was  well  polished  ;  in 
every  way  it  compared  well  with  the  service  of  a  private  house. 

These  girls  work  on  the  alternate  day  system — one  day  in  school,  one  day  at  work. 
On  their  Industrial  day  they  attend  the  needlerooms  from  2.o0  to  4  p.m. 

At  the  ai!-e  of  fourttien  the  girls  exempt  from  school  pass  into  the  Senior  Training  Industrial 

Class.    There  were,  on  the  day  of  my  visit,  twenty-two  girls  in  this  class  Mdio  did  more  training  of 

advanced  work  under  the  s])ecial  care  of  a  training  mistress  in  the  kitchen,  laundrv  and  ^^^^^ 

r  ,^       -L.    ^  '  J '  exempt 

nursery  oi  the  school.  irom 

They  rise  at  o.oO  and  are  ready  for  work  at  6.  A  course  of  rough  scullery  work  in 
the  central  kitchen  of  the  scliool  precedes  all  other.  Here  there  are  stone  floors*  to  be 
scoured,  saucepans  to  be  cleaned,  kitcheners  and  sto\'es  with  flues  to  be  cleaned  and 
managed.  Steel  ap])ointments  to  the  large  boilers,  &c.,  afford  excellent  opportunities  for 
learning  steel  polishing. 

I  found  two  girls  cooking  in  this  kitchen,  one  of  whom  was  pounding  loaf  sugar  and 
the  other  one  preparing  sultanas  for  use. 

Then  comes  a  course  in  the  training  kitchen,  which  exactly  resembles  that  of  a  small 
villa,  with  a  scullery  containing  a  boiler  where  they  wash  their  own  clothes,  and  have 
special  instruction  in  starching  and  ironing  fine  things.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  I  found 
six  girls  working  there.  Two  were  washing  up  the  Officers'  breakfast  things,  cleaning- 
knives,  &c.,  one  was  cooking  a  steak  for  the  Officers'  dinner  (and  very  nice  and  tender  it 
looked),  another  was  cooking  vegetables,  another  was  making  a  pudding.  On  the  dresser 
were  some  tea  cakes  made  by  the  girls.  The  general  appearance  of  the  girls  was  bright 
and  brisk  ;  the  kitchen  was  clean  and  in  order.  In  the  afternoon,  after  the  Officers' 
dinner  things  are  washed  up,  these  girls  go  into  the  dressmaking  rooms  to  make  their 
own  outfit  dresses,  and  in  the  evening  they  assist  in  different  parts  of  the  school,  many 
of  them  helping  in  the  Nursery  to  put  the  Infants  to  bed,  and  to  see  to  their  clothes. 
These  girls  of  the  Senior  Training  Class  also  spend  a  certain  time  in  the  Central  Laundrv 
learning  the  advanced  laundry  work,  using  hand  utensils  only. 

The  girls  are  allowed  to  go  out  in  twos  and  threes  to  sho])  for  the  Superintendent 
and  Matron  and  the  Officers,  and  they  always  bank  their  own  savings. 

From  nine  months  to  a,  year  is  the  time  allowed  for  training  in  this  class,  and  girls 
are  rarely  sent  to  service  before  they  have  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 


school. 
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THE   WEST   LONDON   SCHOOLS.  ASHFORD. 

Repout  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  School  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  766  children,  viz : —  Industrial 

y„o   n  training  of 

372  Boys.  Infants. 
280  Girls. 
11-1:  Infants. 

766 


The  Infants'  Block  consists  of  two  schoolrooms,  a  day  room  with  dormitories  and 
lavatories  above.    These  are  under  the  care  of  a  Head  Nurse  and  two  Assistants. 

No  Industrial  training  appears  to  be  given  to  Infants  in  this  School,  beyond  what 
they  learn  through  the  Kindergarten,-  in  the  Schoolroom  ;  though  the  Nurse  tries  to 
make  them  helpful  in  little  ways.  At  seven  years  of  age  they  pass  to  the  body  of  the 
School,  where  they  at  once  take  their  place  among  the  elder  girls,  attending  School  full 
time. 

At  6,1.T  the  girls  get  up,  strip  the  beds,  open  the  windows,  wash,  dress,  and  go  industrial 
downstairs  to  the  day  room,  where  they  fall  in  line  for  breakfast.  training  of 

The  younger  ones  do  no  housework  beyond  cleaning  their  boots,  they  spend  this  Timers, 
time  in  play.    After  breakfist  (which  is  at  7,o0)  a  number  of  elder  girls  of  this  class  are 
told  off  to  do  the  work  in  the  dormitories.    They  do  light  household  work  till  8,45,  when 
they  get  ready  for  school.    There  is  no  further  work  for  these  children — the  rest  of  the 
day  being  spent  in  school  and  play.    No  needlework  is  taught  except  in  the  Schoolroom, 

The  alternate  day  system  is  adopted  here.    These  girls  rise  at  the  same  hour  as  Industrial 
Full -Timers,  and  until  after  breakfast,  their  duties  are  the  same.    However,  on  the  training  of 
alternate  school  days,  comparatively  little  liousework  is  given  to  them  to  do,  but  on  the  ^^^^'^.^ 
working  day  they  work  in  the  Training  kitchen,  Ivaundry,  Needleroom,  and  in  the  Officers' 
Mess  room  and  Apartments, 

In  the  Training  kitchen,  the  cooking  for  the  Staff  is  done,  and  eight  separate  tables 
are  supj)lied. 

1st  for  Superintendents  and  Matrons. 
2nd  for  Schoolmasters, 
3rd  for  Schoolmistresses, 

4th  for  Nurses,  Needlewomen  and  Wardwomen, 
5th  for  Infants'  Nurses, 
6th  for  Laundresses, 
7th  for  Male  Officers, 
8th  for  Cook's  room. 

This  Training  kitchen  is  under  the  care  of  a  Cook.  The  kitchen  maid  iustrucis  in 
elementary  work. 

The  Training  kitchen  resembles  that  of  a  private  house.  The  Officers'  fare  has  just 
been  under  revision,  and  a  very  varied  list  of  dishes  are  cooked  for  them  by  the  girls. 

Miss  Parsons,  of  the  Nationnl  S'rhool  of  Cookery,  ccmducts  classes  every  week, 
I  have  described  her  method  of  teaching  in  my  report  of  the  Strand  Schools,  so  I  need 
not  repeat  it  here.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  girls  at  work  in  this  kitchen 
are  well  trained, 

2.  Lai/ndri/. — At  the  head  of  this  laundry  is  a  laundress  who  has  been  for  some 
twelve  years  in  the  service  of  the  school,  and  here  on  alternate  days  Half-Timers  work, 

3.  Officers^  Mess-room  and  Apartments. — The  resident  teachers  are  responsible  for 
teaching  Half-Timers  to  do  the  housework  necessary  for  these  rooms. 

4   Aeedleroom. — The  girls  are  taught  to  make  under  linen. 
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IndnBtrial  On  being  exempt  from  school,  these  girls  are,  as  a  rule,  kept  for  one  year's  training 

training  of  domestic  duties,  in  some  cases  even  longer.  The  Matron,  supported  by  the  Managers, 
exempt  strenuously  guards  against  girls  going  out  to  service  before  they  have  attained  the  age  of 
from  fifteen.    During  this  year,  they  receive  further  training  in  Kitchen,  Laundry,  Housework, 

Bchool.       Needlework,  and  in  the  Matron's  private  service.    No  time  is  specified  for  each  of  these 

departments,  because  if  a  girl  quickly  proves  herself  proficient  in  any  one  department,  she 

is  at  once  passed  on  to  another. 

Chosen  girls  are  sent  at  times  to  Ashford,  on  errands  for  the  Officers. 

There  is  a  Branch  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  in  the  school,  in  which  savings  are 
placed  at  the  discretion  of  the  girls. 

The  girls  of  this  class  are  taught  Stores  keeping  through  fetching  and  helping  to 
weigh  Stores,  such  as  tea,  colFee,  sugar,  butter,  eggs,  soap,  soda,  matches,  candles  for  the 
Officers'  use. 

They  are  taught  in  the  needleroom  to  make  their  own  outfits.  Finally,  the  Matron 
endeavours  to  take  all  girls  before  leaving  the  school  for  several  months  into  her  own 
service,  but  this  rule  is  sometimes  broken,  if  a  suitable  situation  ofEers,  for  a  girl  who 
proves  herself  capable  and  trustworthy. 
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THE  POPLAR  TRAINING  SCHOOL.    FOREST  GATE. 


Report  uton  the  Industrial  Training  for  Girls. 

This  is  an  Associated  School,  certified  for  the  reception  of  G98  children,  viz.  : — 

821  Boys. 
22{)  Girls. 
157  Infants. 
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The  Infants  live  in  the  Infants'  Block  or  Nursery  until  they  are  seven  years  of  age, 
when  they  are  passed  into  the  main  building,  and  take  their  place  among  the  elder  girls. 

The  Dormitories  are  arranged  as  far  as  possible  according  to  the  ages  of  the  girls.  Industrial 

the  little  ones  being  placed,  on  first  being  transferred  to  the  main  school,  in  a  dormitory  training  of 

with  those  of  their  own  ajje,  under  the  charo^c  of  an  elder  o'irl.  f^^^^' 

o  '  ^  f=  Timers. 

The  bell  is  rung  at  5.45  a.m.,  when  they  rise  and  strip  their  beds,  put  on  their 

clothes,  form  themselves  "  in  line  "  and  are  brought  down  to  the  lavatories  by  the  drill 

mistress,  where  they  wash  and  complete  their  dressing. 

On  being  dressed,  the  younger  ones  of  this  class  go  to  the  day  room  or  play  ground, 
while  the  elder  ones  clean  boots,  help  in  the  dining  hall  and  lay  breakfast,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  dining  hall  maid.  Two  of  the  number  help  the  ward  maid  to  clean  a 
copper  sink  (an  excellent  lesson  in  copjier  cleaning)  ;  some  go  into  the  dormitories,  or 
scrub  out  the  little  housemaids'  cupboards  under  the  supervision  of  an  attendant. 

After  breakfast  the  girls  who  help  in  the  dining  hall  return  to  clear  the  breakfast,  or 
help  to  sweep  the  dining  hall  ;  others  help  with  the  washing  up  in  the  scullery  ;  some 
assist  to  clean  and  prepare  the  schoolrooms,  or  clean  the  brasses,  till  the  bell  rings  them 
"  into  line  "  for  school  at  8.45. 

After  morning  school,  a  few  of  these  girls  help  to  lay  the  dinners  and  to  clear  them 
afterwards,  going  into  the  scullery  and  pantries  to  wash  up,  and  some  go  to  help  to  fold 
in  the  laundry.  They  return  to  school  at  2  p.m.,  and  after  school  they  help  to  lay  the 
tea  for  5.45. 

The  girls  who  are  not  otherwise  employed  attend  a  mending  class  at  4  p.m.,  four 
days  in  each  week,  at  which  all  kinds  of  mending  is  done,  and  they  all  attend  a  drill 
class  at  5  p.m.,  till  tea  time  at  5,45.    After  tea  they  play  or  bathe. 

The  dining  room  girls  help  to  clear  the  tea  and  make  some  preparation  for  breakfast 
next  day. 

We  now  pass  to  the  Half-Timers,  who  are  little  recognized  in  this  school.    The  Industrial 
Managers  prefer  that  the  child's  day  should  be  given  up  to  school  and  play,  with  the  training  of 
little  touches  of  industrial  work  quoted  above,  so  that,  when  the  girl  passes  out  of  the 
schoolroom,  the  business  of  training  for  service  should  begin  in  earnest  and  cover  a  year's 
time. 


Timers. 


The  Half-Timers  do  not  go  to  school  till  9.45,  and  they  leave  the  schoolroom  at 
4  p.m.  instead  of  4.30. 

I  found  them  working  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  Matron's  maid,  three  as  house- 
maid, kitchen,  and  pantry  girls,  in  the  Matron's  apartments,  and  three  as  maids  to  the 
mistresses  who  live  in  adjoining  rooms.  They  are  taught  by  the  Matron's  maid  grate 
cleaning,  carpet  sweeping,  window  cleaning,  bed  making,  dusting,  &c.,  brushing  dresses, 
cleaning  boots,  preparing  the  Matron's  afternoon  tea,  washing  up  after  it,  preparing  and 
laying  the  same  for  the  three  misti'csses.  These  girls  lay  the  Matron's  dinner  at  9  p.m., 
call  her  in  the  morning,  with  hot  water  and  a  cup  of  tea.  A  special  Laundry  Class  is 
held  for  them. 
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Two  Half-Timers  act  as  servants  to  the  Superintendent  and  his  wife.  Two  help  the 
Porter's  wife  in  the  Lodge.    Two  act  as  maids  to  the  Needlemistress. 

Industrial  Girls  who  have  reached  fifteen,  or  who  are  over  fourteen  and  have  passed  Standard 

^^ining  of  yj^  ^re  exempt  from  school. 

exempt  They  receive  one  year's  training  before  going  to  service, 

from 

school.  I  found  eight  of  these  girls  in  a  dressmaking  room,  where,  under  the  instruction  of 

a  Matron,  who  had  previously. taught  dressmaking  under  the  Essex  County  Council,  they 
were  busily  working  at  the  cutting  out  and  making  of  dresses  by  machine  and  hand. 
This  period  of  definite  training  in  the  one  industry  qualifies  the  girls  to  take  situations 
with  dressmakers  as  improvers  or  superior  situations  than  usual  as  nursery  maids  or 
sewing  maids. 

Three  girls  were  being  trained  in  the  laundry  as  laundry  maids,  going  steadily 
through  all  branches  of  the  work. 

I  found  another  girl  acting  as  school  monitor  in  the  Infant  school.  She,  with  one  of 
those  in  training  in  the  laundry,  will  shortly  go  to  a  Creche  at  Windsor,  in  whtch 
H.R.H.  Princess  Christian  takes  a  great  personal  interest,  who  asked  Miss  Poole 
(Secretary,  M.A.B.Y.S.)  to  find  two  specially  well-trained  girls. 

There  are  no  Cookery  demonstrations  at  present,  and  this  I  do  not  regret,  for  the 
kitchen  of  this  School  is  such  as  would  render  them  undesirable  ;  a  thorough  practical 
daily  drill  in  the  rougher  parts  of  kitchen  work  should  underlie  the  finish  and  com- 
parative luxury  of  cookery  classes. 

There  is  one  point  to  be  noticed  in  these  Schools,  viz.,  through  the  voluntary 
kindness  of  one  of  the  mistresses  (Miss  Reeves),  the  girls  are  helped  in  letter  writing  ; 
as  the  girls'  letters  are  received  they  are  handed  by  the  Matron  unopened  to  one  of  the 
assistants,  who  books  each  letter  and  passes  it  on  to  the  girl,  giving  the  list  of  all  letters 
received  to  Miss  Reeves,  who  encourages  the  girls  to  answer  punctually  and  to  write 
nicely  ;  in  itself  this  plan  is  excellent  and  the  softening,  refining  influence  which  the 
mistress  is  able  to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  girls  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
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THE   KENSINGTON   AND   CHELSEA   COTTAGE  HOMES. 

BANSTEAD. 

Report  upon  the  Industrial  Training  for  Gtirls. 

This  School  is  composed  of  Cottage  Homes,  of  which  fourteen  are  set  apart  for  girls, 
with  an  Administrative  Block  containing  Bedrooms  for  several  Supernumerary  Officers, 
General  Stores  Rooms,  Clothing  Stores  rooms  and  a  central  Laundry, 

Twenty-four  girls  and  infant  boys  are  accommodated  in  each  Cottage,  where  they 
live  under  the  care  of  the  "  Cottage  Mother." 

The  elder  ones  rise  in  summer  at  6  a.m.,  and  in  winter  at  6.30.  Before  breakfast 
they  perform  little  ordinary  household  duties  such  as  lighting  the  kitchen  fire,  washing 
the  front  door-steps,  dusting  the  day-rooms,  laying  and  preparing  breakfast.  Thev  also 
help  to  wash  and  dress  the  little  ones. 

After  breakfast  the  little  ones  help  to  make  their  own  beds,  fold  their  own  clothes, 
and  clean  their  own  boots,  they  then  play  in  the  asphalt  yard  attached  to  each  cottage. 
These  yards  contain  some  little  gardens  for  the  children's  amusement. 

Indnstrial  Between  breakfast  and  school  at  nine  o'clock,  the  elder  girls  among  those  who  go  to 

training  of  school  "  full-time  "  help  the  Mother  by  taking  care  and  playing  with  the  little  ones  and 
T^"r  helping  about  the  house,  doing  little  duties  according  to  their  age  and  ability  and  learning 
™®'"^*  to  be  useful.  The  elder  ones  of  this  class  help  the  Mother  between  School  hours  with 
the  light  part  of  the  domestic  Avork,  such  as  cleaning  knives,  laying  and  clearing  the 
tables,  making  the  beds  of  those  little  ones  who  are  too  small  to  do  them  for  themselves, 
sweeping  and  dusting  the  rooms,  so  gaining  an  insight  into  domestic  work  before  being 
put  into  the  more  regular  training  given  to  Half-Timers. 

Industrial  The  Half-Timers  attend  School  every  alternate  day,  and  the  day  "  at  home  "  they 

training  of  simply  work  at  the  Mother's  side  in  preparing  and  cooking  the  meals  and  in  all  household 
duties. 

Timers. 

There  is  a  small  wash-house  attached  to  each  cottage,  and  girls  over  twelve  years 
of  age  are  taught  to  wash,  and  to  starch  and  iron  ordinary  linen.  All  the  light 
articles  belonging  to  the  Cottages  are  washed  and  got  up  in  this  way,  the  heavier  ones 
only  being  sent  to  the  Central  Laundry  ;  the  Half-Timers  take  their  turn  in  laundry 
work  so  described. 

After  the  dinner  things  are  washed  up  and  put  away,  these  girls  go  out  for  a  walk 
with  the  Mother  or  if  wet  stay  in  and  sew  with  her.  All  the  mending  and  darning  is  done 
by  the  Cottage  Mother  and  her  girls,  they  also  knit  all  stockings  and  socks  for  their  own 
wear. 

Industrial  These  girls  are  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  for  one  year's  training  in  domestic  work  after 

training  of  leaving  the  schoolroom.    There  is  usually  one  girl  of  this  classs  in  each  cottage.  There 
is  little  definite  training,  she  simply  takes  part  in  all  the  day's  work  of  the  little  house- 
froT^*      hold  and  helps  the  Mother. 

school.  Owing  to  the  adverse  criticism  on  the  Poor  Law  Schools  in  general,  and  the 

statements  that  the  girls  therein  were  used  to  do  needlework  to  save  the  expense  of  paid 
work  women,  the  Managers  of  this  School  decided  to  abolish  the  needle-room  as  a 
training-room.  Instead  of  it,  two  paid  sempstresses  are  employed  to  make  all 
garments  required,  and  the  girls  exempt  from  school  are  rarely  and  only  under  exceptional 
circumstances  sent  to  work  there  for  a  few  hours  a  day.  The  Needlework  in  this  School 
is  only  taught  in  the  schoolroom  according  to  the  Education  Code. 

Any  Cottage  Mother  can  take  all  her  cottage  children  out  at  any  time  which  does  not 
interfere  with  school  attendance,  &c.,  and  each  cottage  is  provided  with  a  "  go-cart  "  for 
the  younger  ones. 

The  spending  and  saving  of  money  is  a  point  which  receives  very  careful  attention 
in  this  school.  The  children  may  leave  money  in  charge  of  the  Cottage  Mother  if  they 
wish  it  to  be  taken  care  of  till  required,  some  have  accounts  with  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank. 

There  is  also  a  School  Penny  Bank  worked  under  the  rule  of,  and  in  connection  with 
the  Post  Office,  and  children  put  money  in  or  withdraw  it  weekly. 

Occasionally,  but  rarely,  an  elder  girl  who  is  not  considered  to  be  fitted  for  ordinary 
service  is  placed  as  Laundrymaid  in  the  Central  laundry  at  a  wage  of  £10,  the  longer 
probation  and  the  constant  work  have  in  a  few  instances  produced  good  results. 
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KENSINGTON  AND  CHELSEA  BRANCH  SCHOOL/ 

HAMMERSMITH. 

Repokt  upon  the  Industeial  Training  of  Girls. 

This  School  is  the  Receiving  or  Probation  School  for  the  Kensington  Union  Schools 
at  Banstead,  and  is  certified  for  the  reception  of  132  children,  viz.  : — 

52  Boys. 
C  Girls. 
\  Infants. 

132 

As  the  children  pass  through  it  rapidly,  little  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  scholastic 
•or  industrial  training. 

On  the  day  of  my  visit,  there  were  108  children  in  the  School,  and  of  these  only 
one  girl  was  a  Half-Timer. 

Servants  are  supplied  to  do  the  work  of  the  School,  the  children  only  helping  now 
and  then. 

They  are  taught  bed  making,  helping  in  the  housework,  boot  cleaning  ;  the  elder 
girls  put  the  little  ones  to  bed  ;  they  wash  their  stockmgs  and  handkerchiefs  and  assist  a 
little  in  the  kitchen  ;  they  do  needlework  according  to  their  capacity,  and  learn  little 
ways  of  being  useful  before  passing  on  to  the  cottage  life  at  Banstead. 
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